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STUDIES IN REVELATION
INTRODUCTION

AUTHOR: John, the apostle. Cf. Revelation 1:1. Many dates are suggested, but most
agree with A.D. 90-96.

WRITTEN FOR: Early Christians who were undergoing tremendous persecution. We
should realize that the book was intended not only for those who first read it, but for all
believers throughout this entire age.
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1. The affliction to which the church was subject in the days of the apostle John is

e weken g 70 typical of the persecution which true believers must endure throughout all time. Cf.
iR pgATH 15 PRECIOVE 2 Timothy 3:12
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pssoces a5 2. Many of the predictions in which the book abounds concern principles which are so
M Buoop vt Be broad in their scope that they cannot be confined to one definite year or century.
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REiEns 3. All who read and study this book in any age are called "blessed." (Revelation 1:3).
CHILvsrwf:zv:’oﬂ"f;;’fg John addresses himself not only to one group of men living in one decade, but "to

every man that hears the words of the prophecy of this book." (Revelation 22:18).

PURPOSE: To comfort the church in its struggle against the forces of evil. It abounds
with consolations for the afflicted believers. (Revelation 7:17; 21:4; 8:3,4; 14:13; 20:4;
15:2; 6:9)

THEME: The victory of Christ and of His church over Satan and his helpers. Cf.
Revelation 17:14.  «kean)

BRIEF OUTLINE:
Chapters 1-3 Christ among the 7 golden lampstands
Chapters 4-7 The Book with Seven Seals

Chapters 8-11 The Seven Trumpets of Judgment

Chapters 12-14  The Woman and Man-child persecuted

Chapters 15-16  The Seven Bowls of Wrath

Chapters 17-19  The Fall of the Great Harlot and Beast

Chapters 20-22  Judgment on the Dragon; the New Heaven and New Earth
Jerusalem

3 THY Booi u. o €. Humad  coupoer pup Diving mekAt ng'np{m.m ARE rRogesssiyvule Redracey.
L;i‘(’::m(f;"?‘ MAJOR DIVISIONS: The 7 sections may be grouped into 2 major divisions. The first

3 AScendig | consists of three sections. The second consists of four sections. These 2 major divisions

cumame octet.  reveal a progress in depth, or intensity, of spiritual conflict. The first section reveals the

’ church persecuted by the world. The church is avenged, protected, and victorious. The

second division reveals the deeper spiritual background of this struggle. It is a conflict

between the Christ and the Dragon, in which the Christ, hence the church, is victortous.
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. The Revelation is one of the most neglected

and controversxal books of the Blble Ma has attempted to do the very thing God said
don't do - "seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand"
(Revelation 22:10). It was written to be read and understood.

Revelation is a book of consummation. It has been assigned the last place in our Bible. It
forms a complete cycle. Genesis is the book of commencement, and Revelation is the
book of consummation.

1.

Commencement of heaven and earth - Genesis 1:1
Consummation of heaven and earth - Revelation 21:1

. Entrance of sin and curse - Genesis 3:1-19

End of sin and curse - Revelation 21:27; 22:3

. The dawn of Satan and his activities - Genesis 3:1-7

The doom of Satan and his activities - Revelation 20;10

The Tree of Life relinquished - Genesis 2:9, 3:24
The Tree of Life regained - Revelation 22:2

. Death makes its entrance - Genesis 2:17; 5:5

Death makes its exit - Revelation 21:4

Sorrow begins - Genesis 3:16
Sorrow is banished - Revelation 21:4

The title is the first mark of distinction - "The Revelation of Jesus Christ." 'Revelation’
means "an appearing, a manifestation, a coming, an unveiling.” It is commonly used in the
epistles (Romans 8:19; 1 Corinthians 1:7; 2 Thessalonians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:13).



No book in the Bible has an introduction and conclusion quite like this book. It begins
and ends with a promised blessing (Revelation 1:3; 22:7).

Revelation contains "7 Blessed" texts: The Blessed--

Challenge - 1:3
Comfort - 14:13
Cautiousness - 14:13
Calling - 19:9
Conquest - 20:6-
Commandment - 22:7
Consecration - 22: 14
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Revelation 1:3 list three requisites. He that "reads, hears, and keeps."

The book consists of moving pictures. The details that pertain to the picture should be

interpreted in harmony with its central thought, sweetp As Tws questions -- /- wiir 15 T ednice Frewee
DonT GG EacH 2. WHAT 15 TS PREDOMINANT  DER T
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M 1N The seals, trumpets, bowls of wrath, and similar symbols refer not to specific events,
Roniivietta particular happenings, details of history, but to principles of human conduct and divine
15:00
e moral government.

The book is rooted in contemporaneous events and circumstances. Its symbols should be
interpreted in light of conditions which prevailed when the book was written.

The book is rooted in the scriptures. It should be interpreted in harmony with teachings of

the Bible. oVER  dec ReFgeeuces 1o oLo TESTAMENT
The book is rooted in the thoughts and images of the Old Testament. FacoLiee PssdGes i RY ¢ T
3 mroaet !
1. The description of the Son of Man (Daniel 7:9; Ezekiel 1.7) £ C "’3
2. The Four Living Creatures (Ezekiel 1:10; 10:14) o
3. The Horses and their Riders (Psalm 45:3; Zechariah 1:8; 6:3) T "w
4. Gog and Magog (Jeremiah 25) Z’*‘ W 'm 18
5. The New Heaven and the New Earth (Isaiah 65:17; 66:22)

Revelation is a book of constantly changing symbols and pictures. There are candlesticks,
horses, stars, thrones, beasts, trumpets, vials, bowls, dragons, angels, sickles, seals,
numbers, etc.

Our understanding of the visions of the book depend entirely upon the method of
approach. Many methods or theories have been suggested and followed by learned men of
the Bible. It is our purpose to examine the most outstanding ones in our study and survey.



STUDIES IN REVELATION
METHODS OF INTERPRETATION

METHOD: "FUTURIST"

This method views Revelation almost wholly eschatological ("end time"). It deals with the
events of the end of the world. It is a book of unfulfilled prophecy. We have events that
to take place within the brief space of seven years (Daniel 9:24-27). The denominational

world uses this approach to Revelation. In general, they have built an entire doctrine
around Revelation 20:1-6. Chagter Y19 wun TOKE PLACE g THE sence or T yrs  catled the tribulaben
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OBJECTIONS TO THIS METHOD:
. 1 &
s guer s OFFT . . . .
ceue e It is inconsistent with the statement made by John that the events recorded were in the
2 . } . ’
‘ main to soon come to pass. Notice--

1. The Greek word "dei" (must) implies moral necessity. Thus, it was morally
necessary for the things to be fulfilled shortly in order for God's oppressed people
to see His arm revealed and His comfort given in a time of seeming disaster.

2. The Greek words "en taxei" (quickly; shortly) imply immediate fulfillment.
Futurist's position is that the translation should be "certainly." Compare 2 Timothy

4.9,

3. The best way to interpret scripture is in the light of other scripture. Using this
method we can determine how "short" shortly is. Paul tells Timothy to come
"shortly" in 2 Timothy 4:9. Later, he says to "come before winter," or
immediately. We conclude in Revelation these visions were to be fulfilled in the

main in the immediate future.

The strongest objection to the Futurist method is that it leaves the book altogether out
of relation to the needs of the churches to which it was addressed, and which first
received it. To know Revelation is the answer to the cry of the Christians of the
Domitianic persecution is to know that it was never meant to be a chronology for the
Lord's return, or a forecast of the Roman Catholic apostasy.

ConTinvovs HISTBRICA  pyeob

METHQD - "HISTORICAL"

“CHotars: This method of interpretation looks upon Revelation as a forecast in symbols of the
v P history of the church. This system makes the book prophesy in detail the apostasy of the

wiBELr  gALNES i
Fihn ey ettt RoOman Catholic church. For example--
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m: Heo ouT ¢F The First Seal - fulfilled in the state of the Roman Empire from the death of Domitian

Contempr FOR €€ (A.D. 96) to the accession of Commodus (A.D. 180).
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The Second Seal - from the death of Commodus (A.D. 193) onward.
The Third Seal - from Caracalla onward (A.D. 211).

The Fourth Seal - Decius to Galienus (A.D. 243-268)

The Fifth Seal - Persecutions under Diocletian (A.D. 284-304)

The Sixth Seal - Invasion of the Barbarians (A.D. 365)

The Seventh Seal - fulfilled by the trumpets as outlined:

1st trumpet - invasion of the Goths (A.D. 395-410)

2nd trumpet - invasion by Genseric (A.D. 428-468)

3rd trumpet - invasion by Attila the Hun (A.D. 433-453)

4th trumpet - final conquest of Western Empire by Odoacer, King of Heruli (A.D.
476-490)

5th trumpet - the Mohammedans

6th trumpet - the Turks

OBJECTS TO HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION:

ﬂ'

s @ LITEEPY It puts the book completely out of touch with the situation of the Christians to whom it
" reansuamed was originally given. The idea that the faith would so apostasize that in a few years you

Fook « would not be able to recognize it would be of little comfort to the Christians of the 1st

e ::‘fa 0“‘“‘:? et century.
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It attaches an undue importance to the apostasy of the Roman Catholic church.

The horizon is too narrow. The book would have no meaning in those countries where
Rome does not hold power.
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It stoops to details as absurd as those of the futurist method. oo 4 0 o men hrsieey b
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It leads to the calculations of times and periods which have constantly been falsified by

the events, and which have done much harm in the world.
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METHOD - "PRETERIST"
3 alf fubore” e pest”
This method is practically the opposite of the futurist method. The word "preterist" means
one who looks upon the fulfillment of the book as having taken place in the past. This
group of interpretation is divided into two sections ("right" - respect Revelation as
inspired; "left" - have no respect for inspiration at all).

OBJECTIONS TO THIS METHOD:
It finds no message in the book for present day Christians.

The left-wing group would have no respect at all for the book as being inspired.

Pk;logaaylw) of f\Llsnro] Method ‘f’f’”“}” Revelodiom &lmosk com(p‘d'clxl fewm s historicad  SeHing
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METHOD - "HISTORICAL, PROPHETIC-PRINCIPLE"

This method of interpretation keeps in mind the writer wrote his message primarily for the
encouragement and edification of the Christians of his own time. A person must make a
close study of the church of that day, the writer of the book, the condition from which he

wrote, his relation to those to whom he wrote, etc., then, make application to one's own
day wusT  KEEP 1o pnD e Bookl 5 wiritlen  Kargdy b symbelic Lenguage

We must ask two questions as we study: "What is the picture?" and "What does it mean?"

We must keep in mind Revelation uses Old Testament terminology with New Testament
meaning. Out of 404 verses, there are over 300 allusions to the Old Testament.

We must seek to grasp the visions, or series of visions, as a whole without pressing the
details of the symbolism.

Revelation is addressed chiefly to the imagination. (Romans/intellect, Psalms/emotions)

When we have found an event, or person, to which the prophecy is fairly applicable, we
can consider it fulfilled in such an event or person, but not thereby exhausted, for it is
intended more for the purpose of showing us the forces of good and evil that make
history, than for the prediction of particular events.

REVELATION IS A BOOK OF PROPHECY
REVELATION 1:3; 22:10,18

"If it is once recognized that the Apocalypse is a book of true prophecy, that its symbols
stand for something real, and that its perspective is not to be limited to a brief period like
3 1/2 years, the way is opened, not, indeed, for a reading into it of a series of precise
historical occurrences, but still for doing justice to the truth which lies at the basis of the
historical interpretation, viz., that there are here pre-figured the great crises in the age-
long conflict of Christ and His church with pagan and anti-Christian adversaries."
(ISB.E, p. 2586, Vol. IV),

Those whose meanings are not revealed in the text are to be ascertained by observing a
like vision in scripture, the meaning of which is known. This employs the hermeneutical
law of interpreting scripture by scripture. (Revelation 7:1-4 with Ezekiel 9:1-9;
Revelation 10:5-11 with Ezekiel 2:8-3:3,14).

When the meaning of the signs in the book are made known, that meaning shall be
adopted. When the visions are not made known, appeal will be made to scripture for
similar visions for the interpretation.

,é,‘u/lw)(fbm PN N JW{J L A] Q/‘K,A’V\J‘ &n MW" o P mandy
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STUDIES IN REVELATION
INTRODUCTION

AUTHOR: John, the apostle. Cf. Revelation 1:1. Many dates are suggested, but most
agree with A.D. 90-96.

WRITTEN FOR: Early Christians who were undergoing tremendous persecution. We
should realize that the book was intended not only for those who first read it, but for all
believers throughout this entire age.

1. The affliction to which the church was subject in the days of the apostle John is
typical of the persecution which true believers must endure throughout all time. Cf
2 Timothy 3:12.

2. Many of the predictions in which the book abounds concern principles which are so
broad in their scope that they cannot be confined to one definite year or century.

3. All who read and study this book in any age are called "blessed." (Revelation 1:3).
John addresses himself not only to one group of men living in one decade, but "to
every man that hears the words of the prophecy of this book." (Revelation 22:18).

PURPOSE: To comfort the church in its struggle against the forces of evil. It abounds
with consolations for the afflicted believers. (Revelation 7:17; 21:4; 8:3,4; 14:13; 20:4;
15:2; 6:9)

THEME: The victory of Christ and of His church over Satan and his helpers. Cf
Revelation 17:14,

BRIEF QUTLINE:

Chapters 1-3 Christ among the 7 golden lampstands

Chapters 4-7 The Book with Seven Seals

Chapters 8-11 The Seven Trumpets of Judgment

Chapters 12-14 ~ The Woman and Man-child persecuted

Chapters 15-16  The Seven Bowls of Wrath

Chapters 17-19  The Fall of the Great Harlot and Beast

Chapters 20-22  Judgment on the Dragon; the New Heaven and New Earth
Jerusalem

MAIJOR DIVISIONS: The 7 sections may be grouped into 2 major divisions. The first
consists of three sections. The second consists of four sections. These 2 major divisions
reveal a progress in depth, or intensity, of spiritual conflict. The first section reveals the
church persecuted by the world. The church is avenged, protected, and victorious. The
second division reveals the deeper spiritual background of this struggle. It is a conflict
between the Christ and the Dragon, in which the Christ, hence the church, is victorious.



REASON FOR PERSECUTION:

don't do -

Christianity was an illegal religion
Christianity aspired to universality
Christianity was an exclusive religion
Christian were accused of all manner of evil
The Christians refused to go to war

Christians were recruited chiefly from the poor and outcast

Christians inherited the contempt which Rome held for the Jews

Christians were looked upon as wild fanatics because of their enthusiasm
Christianity came in conflict with the temporal interest of many of the Romans
O Christians refused to worship the Emperor.

(Revelation 22:10). It was written to be read and understood.

Revelation is a book of consummation. It has been assigned the last place in our Bible. It
forms a complete cycle. Genesis is the book of commencement, and Revelation is the

book of consummation.

L.

The title is the first mark of distinction

Commencement of heaven and earth - Genesis 1:1
Consummation of heaven and earth - Revelation 21:1

Entrance of sin and curse - Genesis 3:1-19
End of sin and curse - Revelation 21:27; 22:3

. The dawn of Satan and his activities - Genesis 3:1-7

The doom of Satan and his activities - Revelation 20:10

The Tree of Life relinquished - Genesis 2:9; 3:24
The Tree of Life regained - Revelation 22:2

. Death makes its entrance - Genesis 2:17; 5:5

Death makes its exit - Revelation 21:4

Sorrow begins - Genesis 3:16
Sorrow is banished - Revelation 21:4

) y [ICS: The Revelation is one of the most neglected
and controversml books of the Bxble Man has attempted to do the very thing God said
"seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand"

- "The Revelation of Jesus Christ." 'Revelation’
means "an appearing, a manifestation, a coming, an unveiling." It is commonly used in the
epistles (Romans 8:19; 1 Corinthians 1:7; 2 Thessalonians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:13).



No book in the Bible has an introduction and conclusion quite like this book. It begins
and ends with a promised blessing (Revelation 1:3; 22:7).

Revelation contains "7 Blessed" texts: The Blessed--

Challenge - 1:3
Comfort - 14:13
Cautiousness - 14:13
Calling - 19:9
Conquest - 20:6
Commandment - 22:7
Consecration - 22:14

NV AW~

Revelation 1:3 list three requisites. He that "reads, hears, and keeps."

The book consists of moving pictures. The details that pertain to the picture should be
interpreted in harmony with its central thought.

The seals, trumpets, bowls of wrath, and similar symbols refer not to specific events,
particular happenings, details of history, but to principles of human conduct and divine
moral government.

The book is rooted in contemporaneous events and circumstances. Its symbols should be
interpreted in light of conditions which prevailed when the book was written.

The book is rooted in the scriptures. It should be interpreted in harmony with teachings of
the Bible.

The book is rooted in the thoughts and images of the Old Testament.

The description of the Son of Man (Daniel 7:9, Ezekiel 1.7)
The Four Living Creatures (Ezekiel 1:10; 10:14)

The Horses and their Riders (Psalm 45:3; Zechariah 1:8; 6:3)
Gog and Magog (Jeremiah 25)

The New Heaven and the New Earth (Isaiah 65:17; 66:22)

MR

Revelation is a book of constantly changing symbols and pictures. There are candlesticks,
horses, stars, thrones, beasts, trumpets, vials, bowls, dragons, angels, sickles, seals,
numbers, etc.

Our understanding of the visions of the book depend entirely upon the method of
approach. Many methods or theories have been suggested and followed by learned men of
the Bible. It is our purpose to examine the most outstanding ones in our study and survey.



STUDIES IN RESZELAT Q_

This method views Revelation almost wholly eschatological ("end time"). It deals with the
events of the end of the world. It is a book of unfulfilled prophecy. We have events that
to take place within the brief space of seven years (Daniel 9:24-27). The denominational
world uses this approach to Revelation. In general, they have built an entire doctrine
around Revelation 20:1-6.

It is inconsistent with the statement made by John that the events recorded were in the
main to soon come to pass. Notice--

1. The Greek word "dei" (must) implies moral necessity. Thus, it was morally
necessary for the things to be fulfilled shortly in order for God's oppressed people
to see His arm revealed and His comfort given in a time of seeming disaster.

2. The Greek words "en taxei" (quickly; shortly) imply immediate fulfillment.
Futurist's position is that the translation should be "certainly." Compare 2 Timothy
4.9

3. The best way to interpret scripture is in the light of other scripture. Using this
method we can determine how "short" shortly is. Paul tells Timothy to come
"shortly" in 2 Timothy 4:9. Later, he says to "come before winter," or
immediately. We conclude in Revelation these visions were to be fulfilled in the
main in the immediate future.

The strongest objection to the Futurist method is that it leaves the book altogether out
of relation to the needs of the churches to which it was addressed, and which first
received it. To know Revelation is the answer to the cry of the Christians of the
Domitianic persecution is to know that it was never meant to be a chronology for the
Lord's return, or a forecast of the Roman Catholic apostasy.

" "

This method of interpretation looks upon Revelation as a forecast in symbols of the
history of the church. This system makes the book prophesy in detail the apostasy of the
Roman Catholic church. For example--

The First Seal - fulfilled in the state of the Roman Empire from the death of Domitian
(A.D. 96) to the accession of Commodus (A.D. 180).



The Second Seal - from the death of Commodus (A.D. 193) onward.
The Third Seal - from Caracalla onward (A.D. 211).

The Fourth Seal - Decius to Galienus (A.D. 243-268)

The Fifth Seal - Persecutions under Diocletian (A.D. 284-304)

The Sixth Seal - Invasion of the Barbarians (A.D. 365)

The Seventh Seal - fulfilled by the trumpets as outlined:

1st trumpet - invasion of the Goths (A.D. 395-410)

2nd trumpet - invasion by Genseric (A.D. 428-468)

3rd trumpet - invasion by Attila the Hun (A.D. 433-453)

4th trumpet - final conquest of Western Empire by Odoacer, King of Heruli (A.D.
476-490)

5th trumpet - the Mohammedans

6th trumpet - the Turks

It puts the book completely out of touch with the situation of the Christians to whom it
was originally given. The idea that the faith would so apostasize that in a few years you
would not be able to recognize it would be of little comfort to the Christians of the 1st

century.

It attaches an undue importance to the apostasy of the Roman Catholic church.

The horizon is too narrow. The book would have no meaning in those countries where
Rome does not hold power.

It stoops to details as absurd as those of the futurist method.

It leads to the calculations of times and periods which have constantly been falsified by
the events, and which have done much harm in the world.

1 "

This method is practically the opposite of the futurist method. The word "preterist" means
one who looks upon the fulfillment of the book as having taken place in the past. This
group of interpretation is divided into two sections ("right" - respect Revelation as
inspired; "left" - have no respect for inspiration at all).

OBJECTIONS TO THIS METHOD:
It finds no message in the book for present day Christians.

The left-wing group would have no respect at all for the book as being inspired.



This method of interpretation keeps in mind the writer wrote his message primarily for the
encouragement and edification of the Christians of his own time. A person must make a
close study of the church of that day, the writer of the book, the condition from which he
wrote, his relation to those to whom he wrote, etc., then, make application to one's own
day.

We must ask two questions as we study: "What is the picture?" and "What does it mean?"

We must keep in mind Revelation uses Old Testament terminology with New Testament
meaning. Out of 404 verses, there are over 300 allusions to the Old Testament.

We must seek to grasp the visions, or series of visions, as a whole without pressing the
details of the symbolism.

Revelation is addressed chiefly to the imagination. (Romans/intellect; Psalms/emotions)

When we have found an event, or person, to which the prophecy is fairly applicable, we
can consider it fulfilled in such an event or person, but not thereby exhausted; for it is
intended more for the purpose of showing us the forces of good and evil that make
history, than for the prediction of particular events.

"If it is once recognized that the Apocalypse is a book of true prophecy, that its symbols
stand for something real, and that its perspective is not to be limited to a brief period like
3 1/2 years, the way is opened, not, indeed, for a reading into it of a series of precise
historical occurrences, but still for doing justice to the truth which lies at the basis of the
historical interpretation, viz., that there are here pre-figured the great crises in the age-
long conflict of Christ and His church with pagan and anti-Christian adversaries."
(LSB.E, p. 2586, Vol. IV).

Those whose meanings are not revealed in the text are to be ascertained by observing a
like vision in scripture, the meaning of which is known. This employs the hermeneutical
law of interpreting scripture by scripture. (Revelation 7:1-4 with Ezekiel 9:1-9;
Revelation 10:5-11 with Ezekiel 2:8-3:3,14).

When the meaning of the signs in the book are made known, that meaning shall be
adopted. When the visions are not made known, appeal will be made to scripture for
similar visions for the interpretation.



STUDIES IN REVELATION
CHAPTER ONE

"To the seven churches which are in Asia" - the number seven to ancient peoples
represented a perfect number and completeness. Hence, many feel these seven churches
represent all the churches in that generation and all generations. In these seven churches
contain everything you could find in a congregation anywhere and the Lord's message
covers everything anyone of them could need to press onward.

E BOOK - 1:5,8, 13-18.

Christ is portrayed uniquely in several chapters of the Bible. The Suffering Messiah
(Isaiah 53); His Splendor (Matthew 17); His Submission (Philippians 2), His Sovereignty
(Colossians 1); His Superiority (Hebrews 1). None surpasses His description as found in
Revelation 1.

HIS DIGNITY:

"The Faithful Witness" (5) - the Pre-eminent and peerless Christ (3:14). Such as
spoken by Isaiah (55:4). The Lord came to bear witness of the Truth (John 18:37.

He did so without fear, compromise or favor.

"The First Begotten " (5) - Cf. Colossians 1:18. He is supreme in
rank and has dignity over all. He is never to die again, awaiting the day when all
shall bow (Philippians 2:8-11).

""Prince of the Kings of the Earth" (5) - Cf. Psalm 89:27, Matthew 4.8,9. No

king has ever ruled as He rules (Psalm 24:1; Revelation 11:15; Daniel 4:37, Matthew
2:2; 1 Timothy 1:17, Psalm 24:7, Revelation 15:3; 19:16). This King is our King -
none other!

"The Savior of AUl" (5)
"Made us kings" (5) - none more royal
"Made us Priests" (5) - Cf Isaiah 61:6; Hebrews 4:16
HIS DEITY (8,11)
"I am Alpha and Omega" - twice stated. He is the Eternal (John 1:3). Our hearts

must be stayed on the unchangeableness of God.

"The Almighty"” - 'El Shaddat' - the Sufficient One (Genesis 17:1,2)



HIS DESCRIPTION

Compares with that of the Ancient of Days in Daniel 7.9. God Himself - "white" -
purity. Great age (Isaiah 1:18).

"Hi were as a flan " (14) - a penetrating discernment that searches
the innermost depths. While His eyes wept at Lazarus' tomb (John 11:35), He now
as a Judge Comforter lays bare everything (Hebrews 4:13). This speaks of His
omniscience.

"Hi like unto fine brass" (15) - as if burned in a furnace; to crush in judgment

"His voice as the sound of many waters" (15) - A voice of power and authority

(Jeremiah 25:30). A voice of majesty (Psalm 29:4). Even to the raising of the dead!
(John 5:28).

had in His right 7 stars" (16) - messengers of seven churches (20).
Those who speak for God among the people.

"Qut of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword" - (16) - it is the word of God

(Hebrews 4:12). Compare with John 12:48.

"His countenance was as the sun, shining" (16) - compare Matthew 17.2.

Churches are lamps - reflect the glory of Christ (Acts 9:1-5).



TUDIES IN
REVELATION 2.3

The book of Revelation has suffered an unfortunate fate. On the whole either it has been
abandoned by the readers of the Bible as being almost completely unintelligible, or it has
become the happy hunting ground of religious eccentrics, who seek to construct fromit a
kind of celestial timetable of events to come. Some people have said the book either finds
a man mad, or leaves him so. There is much that is obscure and difficult in the Revelation,
but there is one section of it at least which is vivid and relevant, and which gains much
new light when it is set against the background out of which it was written. That is the
section which contains the letters to the seven churches.

In each of the seven letters our Lord issues a promise "to him that overcomes" (Revelation
2:7,11,17,26; 3:5,12,21). The history of the Lord's church is onre of conflict. The foes are
many and varied, from traitors and temptations within, to taunts, tribulations and tyranny
from without. Any Christian soon learns that Christianity is no bed of roses and a life of
ease. Yet, the Christian is not without aid, nor his weapons. There is One who has
perfectly overcome!

THE E
Revelation 2:1-7

Characterized by LOVELESSNESS.

The Assembly - most known of any of the seven churches. A free city and pro-Roman.
Center of Artemis worship, Diana of the Ephesians. Her temple was the 8th wonder of
the world. Superstition and pagan beliefs abounded. Center of crime and immorality.

The Author - He that hold 7 stars among 7 lampstands (complete control). He knows
their true condition.

The Approval - Labor, patience, tried, hate evil - Nicolaitans (argued that the law is
ended, the body is evil, and grace will save regardless of what one does). They wanted
compromise with the world. Not prepared to pay the price of Christianity because it cost
too much.

The Admonition - Remember, Repent, Repeat, Remove.
The Appeal - Else I will come and remove your candlestick.

The Atonement - "Will T give to eat of the tree of Life" (2:7). In the Garden of Eden the
tree existed (Genesis 2.9, 3:22). To eat of this was to live forever, but man by sin
forfeited this right. Now it is to those faithful ones (John 11:26; 1 Corinthians 15:53).
Paradise is lost and now paradise is restored (2 Timothy 1:10). It is also conditional based
on struggle.



Characterized by LONGSUFFERING.

The Assembly - Rival of Ephesus, in beauty, trade, loveliness. Originally founded as a
Greek colony as early as 1000 B.C. Destroyed in 600 B.C., but was rebuilt in 200 B.C.
and has continued to this day having a population of 200,000, Center of art, knowledge
and culture. The home of music and the theater, temples of Zeus, Apollo, Nemests,
Aphrodite. Heathen worship and pagan religion dwelt at its highest and most significance.
The Jews were here in profusion and were wealthy and highly jealous and proud of
Smyrna. Polycarp was martyred here and his grave is shown to tourists to this day.

The Author - The First and the Last - the Dead and Alive ("The became dead One and the
became alive One again" -aorist). Cf Hebrews 2:18; 4:15,16. Christ lives!

The Affliction - They suffered affliction and poverty. They suffered imprisonment. (Ten
days - ancient expression denoting a short time to come to an end soon). They were
blasphemed, but they were rich in good works.

The Appeal - Be faithful unto death - Crown of life.

The Atonement - "Shall not be hurt of the second death" (2:11). The second death is
identified in Revelation 20:14; 21:8. The judgment of hell, that everlasting banishment
from the presence of the Lord which awaits the wicked. Physical death is a reality to all
(Hebrews 9:27), but not the second (John 5:24; Revelation 20:6; Ephesians 2:1; John
5:28,29.

Revelation 2:12-17

Characterized by LAXITY.
The Assembly - It was among the chief centers of the ancient world. Contained the
temple of Athene. The wealthy from all lands flocked here for relief from their pains and

diseases. Administrative center of Asia. Emphasis on Emperor worship here.

The Author - He which has the sharp two-edged sword. Nothing but truth can defeat
error. And then only when the sword is unloosed in all of its purity and power.

The Approval - "Holds fast my Name - faithfulness.



[he Admeonition - A few things against you. The doctrine of Balaam (a cautious policy of
compromise with the world, its morals and practices). Eat things sacrificed to idols and
commit fornication.

The Appeal - Repent or else.

The Atonement - "To eat of the hidden manna" (2:17). Consider Exodus 16:4,15.
Miracle bread from heaven, a type of our Lord Jesus (John 6:30,31-35, 48-56). The True
Bread (John 6:63). The Lord satisfies our spiritual hunger - the "hidden manna," hidden
to those who "see not" and "understand not." Meat to eat that the world knows not!

"And a white stone" - a name is to be engraved on it, known by the believers
(Psalm 91:14). I will set him on high because he has known My name.

THE CHURCH AT THYATIRA
Revelation 2:18-29

Characterized by LIBERTINISM.

The Assembly - The longest letter of the seven churches was written to the least important
of the seven cities of Revelation. City noted for its trade guilds. Its members often
engaged in orgies of food and immorality.

The Author - The Son of God.

The Approval - T know your works and love - faith, patience, progress.

The Admonition - Jezebel teaches and seduces (hers was a flagrant violation of God's law
- the tragedy was found in its being tolerated.

The Appeal - Hold fast until I come.

The Atonement - "Power over the nations" (2:26,27). Consider Psalm 2:8,9. Rule with
the Lord. Consider Jude 14,15, Sit and judge with the 12 tribes of Israel (Romans 8:17; 1
Corinthians 6:2,3

"And I will give him the bright and morning star" (2:28). Consider Revelation
22:16; Numbers 24:17; Luke 1:78,79; 1 Peter 1:19.

Revelation 3:1-6

Characterized by LIFELESSNESS.



The Assembly - Sardis was a great commercial center and extremely wealthy. Also the
center of the woolen industry. Home of Cybele worship. The Sardian were a name of
contempt because of their slack and effeminate living. They were loose living, pleasure
and luxury loving and decadent.

The Author -

The Admonition -

The Appeal -

The Atonement - "Clothed in white raiment" (3:5). Known for purity and righteousness.

Isaiah 64:4 shows our righteousness is a filthy rags, yet, we walk in white with Him

(Revelation 3:4; Luke 9:29).
"I will not blot his name out of the book of Life" (3:5). Consider Exodus 32:32.
Also Revelation 20:15. The highest ground of rejoicing (Luke 10:20; Psalm
69:28).

"I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels." Consider
Matthew 10:32. The famous names of the world will be forgotten.

THE CHURCH AT PHILADELPHA
Revelation 3:7-13

Characterized by LOYALTY.

The Assembly - Quiet and peaceful. Had terrible earthquakes. Like Smyrna, she is the
only city of the seven left. Neither city was bidden to repent.

The Author - His titles and claims. He who is Holy, True, has the key of David, the Open
Door, I will keep you.

The Accounting - Judgment is coming.
The Appeal - I come quickly; hold fast.

The Atonement - "A pillar in the temple of my God" (3:12). Established, safe, strong in
God's presence.

"T will write name of My God - name of the city" (3:12). Consider Numbers 6:27,

"T will write My new name" (3:12). Consider Revelation 19:16. Kings of Kings
and Lord of Lords."



THE CHURCH AT LAODICEA
Revelation 3:14-22

Characterized by LUKEWARMNESS.

The Assembly - At the convergence of three main highways, highly successful center.
Many millionaires, theaters, public baths, huge stadiums and shopping centers. A great
banking and trade center. Center of clothing manufacturers. Medical center. Large
Jewish population.

The Author - The Amen - the Beginning of the creation of God. Affirmation and
confirmation of the Truth.

The Admonition - I know your works - utter disgust - wretched, poor, miserable, blind,
naked - only God could be so devastating.

The Appeal - Buy of Me. The Source of all true blessings.

The Atonement - "Sit with Me in My throne" (3:21). Consider John 17:5. His glory and
power. Cf Revelation 1:6; 5:10; Romans 5:17. What a glorious reward!

CONCLUSION

"He that overcomes shall inherit all things; and I will be His God, and he shall be My son."
Revelation 21:7.



LOOKING BACK
REVELATION 1-3

1. Define the word "revelation" as used in the book of Revelation. an “ar¢enems" [ MawIFETATION,
VAVEILING .,
2. What three blessings are found in chapter 1?7
V.3« He who reads ) l:ears/' Kezps
3. To whom is the letter addressed?
19 Seven chuedhes _o{ Asig

4. Name at least 2 characteristics of the book of Revelation.
MosT Aeglected; controversial Moving pictures Rooted pm the pasnd + Revelatim of God
57m&ahsn vsed

5. What is the first vision of the book?
The Person of +ha book - One Like THe Son of Man

6. What is the "theme" of the book?
The ViCToRY 6F CHRIST aub oF IS citvacd over Saten + ewl (R 11014)

7. Give a description of the Person of the book as found in chapter 1.
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8. Revelation is rooted in the  svaurs and (AagEs of the Old Testament.
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10. Of the seven churches written, how many had nothing condemned?
Two

11. Who were they? Smycna ¢ FPhiladelphia
12. In each letter the Lord issues a promise to what people? e who svercsme .

13. The longest letter to the churches was written to the church in Thyatica

14. Which church was said to have lost their first love? Ephesvs
15. Which church was said to be lukewarm? A&edrces

16. Fill in the missing descriptive word:

Ephesus Lovelessness

Smyrna Lengsvéfern 9
Pergamum  Laxi¢+
Thyatira Libertinigm
Sardis Lifeless aess

Philadelphia L oyal fy
Laodicea L ke warmness
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LOOKING BACK
REVELATION 1-3

Define the word "revelation" as used in the book of Revelation.
What three blessings are found in chapter 1?

To whom is the letter addressed?

Name at least 2 characteristics of the book of Revelation.

What is the first vision of the book?

What is the "theme" of the book?

Give a description of the Person of the book as found in chapter 1.

Revelation is rooted in the and of the Old Testament.

Why were the early Christians being persecuted?

Of the seven churches written, how many had nothing condemned?
Who were they?
In each letter the Lord issues a promise to what people?

The longest letter to the churches was written to the church in

Which church was said to have lost their first love?
Which church was said to be lukewarm?

Fill in the missing descriptive word:

Ephesus Lovelessness
Smyrna L
Pergamum L
Thyatira L
Sardis L
Philadelphia L
Laodicea L
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Rev 4:1 lot casas!
After this I looked, and there before me was a
door standing open in heaven. And the voice I
had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet
said, "Come up here, and I will show you what
- must take place after this."

Rev 4:2
At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me
was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on

it.

Rev 4:3

And the one who sat there had the appearance of Th shorma b8 ¥
jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an o etk only 4 peat A obruggln Aot .
emerald, encircled the throne. Qo henrin AU a st [ Ged th bed g
Rev 4:4

Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other ‘ _
thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four Cupresentative q e ol g Fha fosthfod 17
elders. They were dressed in white and had Ciz daib ¢ 1> apotls)

crowns of gold on their heads. ,quy oF gt (Mam7 )
Rev 4:5

From the throne came flashes of lightning, Bod takain the camren )
rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the th focth :ggw+ thaar
throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the Lndrnains
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Rev 4.6
Also before the throne there was what looked
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Rev 4.7

The first living creature was like a lion, the Ceigshap - (all’/wn(ﬁ\ - Motthawr

second was like an ox, the third had a face like a Samned « v - Mah

man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. m‘ - *"*{ij% — e
Rev 4.8
Each of the four living creatures had six wings
and was covered with eyes all around, even
under his wings. Day and night they never stop of :
. nalih
saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 77 A
Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." Jooiah 611-3




Rev 4.9

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor
and thanks to him who sits on the throne and
who lives for ever and ever,

Rev 4:10

the twenty-four elders fall down before him who
sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for
ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the

throne and say:  ftad swdmiceiny

Rev 4:11

"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive
glory and honor and power, for you created all
things, and by your will they were created and
have their being."
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STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 4

Revelation 4 is the "Throne Scene" with the theme of "The Glory of The Father." The
word "throne" appears 12 times in eleven verses, and about 37 times in the book. The
book starts with a throne (1:4) and concludes with a throne (22:3). The Revelation is the

"Throne Book of the Bible."

The throne is symbolic of God's power, sovereignty, majesty and judgment. "The Lord
has prepared His throne in the heavens; and His kingdom rules over all." (Psalm 103:19).
One fact stands out clearly and that is God is ruling and not man. This is what the
Christians needed to know because the physical picture didn't look that way. In
Revelation 4, the curtain is pulled back and John begins to see the drama unfold. From
this point forward in rapid sequence, will be presented visions to assure the persecuted
Christians that the cause of Christ is not a lost cause. Christ never promised an easy life.
The fight will be perhaps long and bitter, but when the curtain falls at the end of the
drama, complete assurance of victory will be demonstrated.

Although our citizenship is in heaven while we dwell in this physical tabernacle, we are a
part of this world and its troubles. The Christian will not be spared the horrors of war,

famine and pestilence.

T TE E 4EX D

THE SEA OF GLASS (64). Two ideas are presented on the use of this term:

1. As John was separated from the seven churches by the sea, so also Christians
are separated from God while in this earthly tabernacle. But, notice in Revelation
21:1, "the sea is no more." Thus Christians now are in direct fellowship with God

before His throne.

2. The word "sea" can also be translated "laver." The idea might be a comparison with
the earthly tabernacle. The laver was used by the priests to wash themselves before
entering the Holy Place. Symbolically it contains the blood of Christ by which we
are sanctified in which the saints have washed their robes and made them white

(7:14).
LIVING CR ES (6B-9
1. There are similarities with these verses and with Ezekiel 1 and Ezekiel 10.
(1) These were called "living ones" (Ezekiel 1:5; Revelation 4:6)

(2) The symbolical number is the same (Ezekiel 1:5; Revelation 4:6)
(3) Their appearance is compared to that of man, lion, ox and eagle (Ezekiel 1:10;

Revelation 4:7



(4) They are associated with the throne (Ezekiel 1:26; Revelation 4.6)

(5) They are said to be studded all over with eyes (Ezekiel 1:18,21; 10:12;
Revelation 4.8

(6) A rainbow encircles the throne with which the living ones are associated
(Ezekiel 1:28; Revelation 4:3).

2. Ezekiel 10:20 tells us that these are the Cherubim, thus angelic forces of the highest
order that guard the holy things of God (Genesis 3:24; Exodus 25:20).

Thus, in Revelation 4 we see man (24 elders), Spirit, and the angels before the center of
attraction - the throne and He who sits upon it.

NOTES ON REVELATION 4
I. THE PREVIEW OF THE THRONE SCENE IN HEAVEN - Verse 1

1. An open door in heaven - the door of proclamation. God opens and no one can
shut. God shuts and none can open.

2. The trumpet sounds - John is summoned by a voice.

3. "I will show the things hereafter" - only God can foresee the future. Only God can
reveal what is to be, and only a fool will refuse to listen.

4. "I was in the Spirit" - Revelation 1:10 - the presence of God was a reality - the
heavens opened (Ezekiel 1:1; Mark 1:10; John 1:51).

II. THE PERSON "ON THE THRONE" - Verses 2,3

1. The promise of the throne in Revelation 3:21. Mentioned in every chapter of
Revelation except 2,8 and 9. Consider Psalm 47:8; Isaiah 6:1.

2. The presence of the throne - brilliance of jasper, and the glory of the sardis stone.
Both are found in the breast-plate of the High Priest (Exodus 28:17-20). Also found
in the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:10,11,19,20).

III. THE PLEDGE "ROUND ABOUT THE THRONE" - Verse 3

1. The rainbow is emblematic of God's pledge. On earth we see a part, but in heaven
it is complete. The whole picture is one of indescribable beauty, awe, and
wonderment.

2. For the children of God, the storms of life are over, the struggle has ceased and
peace is ours. The Lord remembers and the Lord fulfills.



THE PE A D ABQUT THE THRONE - Verse 4
1. The word "seats" is the same word for "throne."
2. Their song identifies them as the redeemed of all ages (5:9).

3. The number "24" - probably representative of the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12
apostles. Representative of us all. Consider Revelation 21:12-14, and the walls and

foundations.

4. Described as being clothed in "white raiment and having crowns of gold" - Consider
Revelation 19:8.

V. THE PROCEEDINGS FROM "OUT OF THE THRONE" - Verse 5

1. The throne of deity is the throne of judgment. "Lightnings and thunderings" and
"voices" - judgment is here. Consider Revelation 8:5; 10:3; 11:19; 16:18.

2. Expression of God's anger and wrath - Ezekiel 1:13; Psalm 77:18; Exodus 19:16.

VI. THE PORTRAYAL "BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD" - Verses 5,6

1. The Seven Spirits of God (Revelation 1:4; 3:1; 5:6). Seven represents fullness or
completeness. The Holy Spirit's omniscience and omnipotence. Prepared to execute

judgment and burning (Isaiah 4:4).

2. "Sea of glass like crystal" - beauty and preciousness, a flash of light, brilliant
breath-taking, indescribable, dazzling purity, too great to look upon like God's

purity.

3. The immense distance - never familiarity, but light and distance.

VII. THE PRAISE "IN THE MIDST OF THE THRONE" - Verses 6-11

1. The "Four Living Creatures" - always near the throne of God. Full of eyes, wings,
praising and worshipping God. They pour out the vials of God's wrath (15:7).
Probably the cherubims of the Old Testament, or guardians of the throne of God.

2. "Lion" - strength; "Ox" - service; "Man" - intelligence; "Eagle" - swiftness. All for
God's service continually.

3. No rest day or night, but speaking the holiness of God.

4. All the redeemed cry out! They worship Him! God alone is the object of our
worship. The eternity of God is affirmed.

5 The crowns are cast before Him. Complete submission. God is the Conqueror of
the souls of men. The subduer of the universe of nature.



STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 4

1. Why do you feel John was shown this scene in heaven?
2. Why were precious stones used to describe the scene? Are they literal stones? ne

Jsidé phynwl symbols 4 pant 4 gpiritved /m.%ur{
3. What was the purpose of the rainbow around the throne?

e plu{ﬁe of Ged (Agfears attor fﬁ_a’{wm Isover) - "D not werry . God Bules ¢ s faihbul
4. Who do you think the 24 elders represent?
Vs 0

5. What does the "sea of glass" represent?

6. Describe the "Four Living Creatures." What do they represent?
7. Describe the "throne" scene of chapter 4.

8. What are three things that characterize the 24 elders?

POfSESS crowns Possass THrene s wear white éarmw\h
(2:1¢9) (5o Ros7) €2:9,1¥)

9. Define the following;
(1) Twelve (as used in the Revelation) symbol of organized Teligion ia the world; denstes completenest
of Gads peopl
(2) Eagle symbel of aspiration  ponetratio ¥ swibtness (47)
(3) Eyes Symbol of enbihtinment and undes fanding
(4) Face of man - :ambel of infelligence
(5) Face ofalion - symbol of covrage and bravery
(6) Face of an eagle - swftness speed  yigion
(7) Face of an ox - sgmbel of strength | pafience wnd endvrence
(8) Throne - J'(ymbd’ of amtherity . gymbolic of bod s prorec, Swereisaty | magjecky and godgmont

10. What is the "theme" of Revelation 47
Ged s;H{,.j on His ﬁro-,w‘(agl,mj adl the universe
5&/&4‘\7 L'ij Ti‘t(ni wm;y,ﬁgg &nd prauges Him.



STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 4

1. Why do you feel John was shown this scene in heaven?

2. Why were precious stones used to describe the scene? Are they literal stones?
3. What was the purpose of the rainbow around the throne?

4. Who do you think the 24 elders represent?

5. What does the "sea of glass" represent?

6. Describe the "Four Living Creatures." What do they represent?
7. Describe the "throne" scene of chapter 4.
8. What are three things that characterize the 24 elders?

9. Define the following:
(1) Twelve (as used in the Revelation)
(2) Eagle
(3) Eyes
(4) Face of man
(5) Face of alion
(6) Face of an eagle
(7) Face of an ox
(8) Throne

10. What is the "theme" of Revelation 4?7



STUDIES IN REVELATION
LOOKING BACK
REVELATION 4-11

1. Many symbols and the imagery of the Revelation come from the 01> Testa m et

2. Give the 3-fold outline of Revelation as revealed in Revelation 1:19--
ﬂw&«r b el Yy hoat Saew Jw,:ﬁ, which ant | Jhongs thet amt fo comt

3. An appropriate title for Chapter 4 would be ‘e Fhrn oL, Moo (Med ki eed rat mom)

4. The throne is symbolic of God's power, ociensignty majesty and Aol gorant

5. The "rainbow" in chapter 4 could be symbolic of God's {o[ngx/
6. The faithful of ‘ all ages is represented by the 24 elders.

7. The theme of chapter 5 is "The /J,Ln;, 9 Fewh " famb Tad o amﬂa)

8. A scroll sealed with seven seals would represent what? Jhet wrkich « wnuveald and umspecnd

9. Why did John weep in Revelation 5:4?7 7 ou ww}"w/ withy fo o e sedle (deu ‘J;Z’;:u,)

10. How is salvation appropriated? (How are we saved?) By th blod q Chiort

11. In Revelation 6 we have the opening of the grute- .
o progghii, ivy digadudrom | dighanmedion
12. How does John describe ludgment in the 6th ,Sefl.l ‘f“ ”“é:f“"cf" ?u 3 :z' :r e ,,/.ﬁa ;

Ao lands & MM morsed .
13. In view of all these terrible things that were to happen, who will be able to stand?

Why'? J}\(OA\UJ]M Attt Hod lnovw cWMJ/aM*MM

14. Revelation 7 contams two visions that take place before the 7th seal is opened. What
are the two visions? edz\—w 9t atrraety o] 4‘&"(
¢ L‘#’u z&ﬂ/ »
15. Why were these two visions presented to J ohn?
Do Tnanvern Hha gunsshion | ocha Shall Be A4l Jo Stord 2°
16. God gives His Revelation through things the Christians would understand. He is

saying, "I have means of /[, /«Maw,// your enemies."
aveA cmrww\J

17. The main thought of Revelation 9 is --
“Fha Wera b Yt J Come |
18. The leader's name of the Locust Creatures in Revelation 9 is " _dladden " which
means " ,@ngﬂv M Apstlyon

19. God has three instruments which can be used to destroyed the oppressors. They are:
Notvrad  cal Mw)§



STUDIES IN REVELATION
LOOKING BACK
REVELATION 4-11

1. Many symbols and the imagery of the Revelation come from the

2. Give the 3-fold outline of Revelation as revealed in Revelation 1:19--

3. An appropriate title for Chapter 4 would be

4. The throne is symbolic of God's power, , majesty and

5. The "rainbow" in chapter 4 could be symbolic of God's

6. The faithful of all ages is represented by the elders.

7. The theme of chapter 5 is "The

8. A scroll sealed with seven seals would represent what?
9. Why did John weep in Revelation 5:4?

10. How is salvation appropriated? (How are we saved?)
11. In Revelation 6 we have the opening of the

12. How does John describe judgment in the 6th seal?

13. In view of all these terrible things that were to happen, who will be able to stand?
Why?

14. Revelation 7 contains two visions that take place before the 7th seal is opened. What
are the two visions?

15. Why were these two visions presented to John?

16. God gives His Revelation through things the Christians would understand. He is
saying, "I have means of your enemies."

17. The main thought of Revelation 9 is --

18. The leader's name of the Locust Creatures in Revelation 9 is " " which

means # ) "

19. God has three instruments which can be used to destroyed the oppressors. They are:
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Rev 5:1
Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on :
the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and /4 9 Mg ¥ wpodoad Mol o Mrisad oot

sealed with seven seals. umswealed
M speated

Rev 5:2

And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud
voice, "Who is worthy to break the seals and
open the scroll?"

Rev 5:3
But no one in heaven or on earth or under the
earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.

Rev 5:4
I wept and wept because no one was found who whey?
was worthy to open the scroll or look inside.

Rev 5:5

Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not 6,10
weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the e %77
Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to  asm 9'* fs #7 2k 5,36
open the scroll and its seven seals." ¢ 2'¥** By T oross

Rev 5:6

Then 1 saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been
slain, standing in the center of the throne,
encircled by the four living creatures and the

elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes,

Sunosd 1 pen & Foin bk Gishind asne @ Semd

Pen @ 1"/\-1”\ th

— . P (b [ad

which are the seven spirits of God sent out into e #

all the earth.

Rev 5:7

He came and took the scroll from the right hand Aody schu N
of him who sat on the throne. Mad o [

Rev 5:8

And when he had taken it, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they
were holding golden bowls full of incense, which
are the prayers of the saints.



Rev 5:9 _

And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to
take the scroll and to open its seals, because you
were slain, and with your blood you purchased
men for God from every tribe and language and
people and nation.

ey

Rev 5:10
You have made them to be a kingdom and
priests to serve our God, and they will reign on

the earth." j

Rev 5:11

Then I looked and heard the voice of many
angels, numbering thousands upon thousands,
and ten thousand times ten thousand. They
encircled the throne and the living creatures and
the elders.

Rev 5:12

In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb,
who was slain, to receive power and wealth and
wisdom and strength and honor and glory and
praise!”

Rev 5:13

Then I heard every creature in heaven and on
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all
that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and
glory and power, for ever and ever!"

Rev 5:14
The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the
elders fell down and worshiped.
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REVELATION 5

"THE SEALED BOOK," and "THE LAMB THAT IS WORTHY," would be a good title
for this chapter. The theme of chapter 5 is "THE GLORY OF THE LAMB."
Chapter 5 ties very closely with chapter 4 by continuing the scene as
seen in heaven. It is the same story, only one more comes to pay honor
and glory before the Father.

VERSE 1 - "THE SEALED BOOK"
1. "Book" - better translated as "scroll."
2. "Written within and on the back" - full of meaning and importance.
3. '"Sealed with seven seals" - that which is "unrevealed and unexe-
cuted." '
VERSES 2,3 - "THE CRY OF THE STRONG ANGEL"

1. Not an "ordinary angel." - note where his voice was h~ard.
2. "Angel" - messenger

VERSE 4 - "JOHN WEEPS" - Why?

VERSES 5 - 14 "CHRIST THE LION, AND THE LAMB"

1. Lion of the Tribe of Judah - Genesis 49:9,10

2. Root of David - II Samuel 7:12; Psalm 89:28,35,36.

3. Has overcome - "How?" =~ See Colossians 2:14,15 - 8Y THE CRoSS

4. "Seven Horns" - See Daniel 8:7

5. "Seven Eyes" - Perfect knowledge, or omniscience. Also preparednes:
VERSES 9,10 - "THE NEW SONG"

1. The first song was sung in Revelation 4:8. See Isaiah 6:1-3.

2. What Four qualitative terms describe redemption in verses 9,107
Note: This salvation AS GOD SEES IT, and not as man sees it.

(1) Fok GoD
(2) THLoGH [Bleod oF CHUST
(3) UNLIMmiTeD ~ CTHNIC, Lnguisme | seciAt, PoLiTICAL

(4) Repeemed ARE A KiNGDom

Sommaed of 4f ¢ . IBWWMMJQW%WWMW
fw,wm*%wwwww ranthly pulye - e matier
bt e Heor Pare aAMhﬁam~.b4 octmnrel 1»¢ﬂy£~“5 a aandan

amd ¥ o wlbmate ot ¢



STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 5

"The Sealed Book and The Lamb That Is Worthy" would be a good title for this chapter.
The major theme is "The Glory of the Lamb." This is the same story of the preceding
chapter, only one more comes to pay honor and glory before the Father.

I. THE SEALED BOOK - Verse 1

1. "Book" - literally, the "scroll."

2. "Written within and on the back" - full of meaning and importance. Could be God's
eternal purpose.

3. "Sealed with seven seals" - unrevealed and unexecuted.

II. CRY OF A STRONG ANGEL - Verses 2,3

1. Indication that he was not an ordinary angel.
2. Inverse 3, we have the indication how strong his voice was.

II. JOHN WEEPS - Verse 4

IV. CHRIST THE LION AND THE L AMB - Verses 5-14

1. Lion of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:9,10)

2. Root of David (2 Samuel 7:12; Psalm 89:28; 89:35,36). As the root is before the
tree, Jesus was before David. Consider Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5; Luke 3:31; Acts
2:30.

. Has overcome (Colossians 2:14,15).

He turns to see the Lion and sees a slain lamb (John 1:29)

"Seven horns" - perfect strength or power (Daniel 8:7).

"Seven eyes" - perfect knowledge or omniscience.

. "Which are the seven Spirits of God, sent forth into all the earth" - with the power

and knowledge to take care of His people.

Nowaw

He now takes the book, and the angels and men fall down before Him and worship Him.
1. "New Song" - the first song they sang was in Revelation 4:8.
2. This song had been sung before in Isaiah 6:1-3.
3. Now they sing a song that could not have been sung before because Jesus had not
come to earth to die for men.

Consider Daniel 7:13,14 with Revelation 5:13.

God is on the throne, Christ is alive, and all is well with the world.
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CHAPTER 6

AND I saw when the Lamb

opened one of the seals, and 1

heard, as it were the noise of

thunder, one of the four beasts

saying, Come and see.

2 And | saw, and behold #a
.. white horse; and bhe that sat on
Ahim_had.a bow; cand a crown -
was given unto him: and he
went forth conquering, and to
conquer,

3 And when he had opened
the second seal, | heard the sec-
ond beast say, Come and see,

4 And dthere went out another
horse that was red; and power
was given to him that sat there-
on to take peace from the
earth, and that they should kill
one another: and there was giv-
en unto him a great sword.

5 And when he had opened
the third seal, I heard the third
beast say, Come and see. And 1
beheld, and lo a_sblack horse:
and he that sat on him had a

< pair of balances in his hand.

6 And | heard a voice in the
midst of the four beasts say, 'A
measure of wheat for 2a penny,
and three measures of barlev for

a penny; and fsee thou hurt not
the oil and the wine.

7 And when he had opened
the fourth seal, I heard the voice
of the fourth beast say, Come
and see.

SlAgd I look%dhand beholg ::

¢ horse: and his name tha
ls)'a‘t on him was Death, and 3Hell
followed with him. And Power
was given unto them over the
fourth,p__g of t g_Lt_th #to kill
with sword, and with hunger,
and with death, »and with the
beasts of the earth.

9 And when he had opened
the fifth seal, 1 saw under ‘the

altar the_ lsouls of them that

were slain_for the word of God,
and_for *the testimony which
they held;

10 And they cried with a'loud
voice, saying, ow long, O
Lord, holy and true, dost thou
not judge and avenge our blood
on them that dwell on the earth?

11 And white robes were giv-
en unto every one of them; and
it was said unto them, that
mthey should rest vet for a little
season, until their fellowser-
vants also and their brethren,
that should be killed as they
were, should be fulfilled.
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12 And I beheld when he had
opened the sixth seal, mand, lo,
there was a great earthquake:
and the °sun became black as

sackcloth of hair, and the moon
became as blood:

13 And the stars of heaven fell
unto the earth, even as a fig tree
casteth her Yuntimely figs, when
she is shaken of a mighty wind.

14 And rthe heaven departed
as a scroll when it is rolled to-
gether; and every emountain
and island were moved out of
their places. -

15 And the kings of the earth,
and the great men, and the rich
men, and the chief captains, and
the mighty men, and every bond-
man, and every free man, rhid
themselves in the dens and in
the rocks of the mountains;

16 And said to the mountains
and rocks, Fall on us, and hide
us from the face of him that sit-
teth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb:

17 For sthe great day of his
wrath is come; and twho_shall
be able to stand?
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STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION SIX

No effort will be made to interpret these seals as referring to persons, or historical events
in the past, present, or future, but simply to relate the symbolism to the other symbols in
the book.

The imagery of the horse is similar to Zechariah 1:7-11; 6:1-8. (Consider Jeremiah 14:12;

24:10; 42:17). In the Old Testament, the horse is often the emblem of war (Job 39:25,
Psalm 76:6; Proverb 21.31; Ezekiel 26:10).

1. THE FIRST SEAL - The White Horse (1,2)

1. White - purity, holiness, victory. The victor always rode a white horse after a
victorious battle.

2. Carrying a bow - means of overcoming the enemy (Psalm 45:4-6).
3. Wearing a crown - mark of royal, or exalted rank.

4. Conquering and to conquer - translated "overcome" in Revelation 3:21; 5:5; John
16:33.

5. Who is the rider? Many commentaries say, "The Christ." His name is the Word of

God, verse 13 (Consider Revelation 19:11-16). One commentator (Swete) says,
"The riders have nothing in common beyond the white horse."

II. I YECOND S - The Red Horse (3,4)

1. Where ever the rider on the white horse goes, the red horse follows. This seal may
refer to religious persecution of God's people. Cf. Matthew 10:34.

2. Red - flame colored; blood red. Cf. 2 Kings 3:22.

3. Connotation of danger, blood or war.

4. Given to take peace from the earth.

5. Peace was taken by making them "slay one another." Cf Revelation 5:9; 6:9.

II. THE THIRD SEAL - The Black Horse (5,6)

1. Black - forerunner of death. The color of mourning and famine. Cf. Jeremiah 4:28,
8:21;, Malachi 3:14.



. Balance in his hands - scale with which to weigh. To eat by weight refers to a

condition of economic hardship.

Measure of wheat for a shilling - less than a quart - enough to support a man of
moderate appetite for one day - shilling: about 18 cents, or one day's pay.

Three measures of barley - an alternative. One could either buy the wheat to feed
one, or buy the barley and feed three. Barley was the food for the poor, cheaper in
the time of famine and took more to support life.

The oil and wine hurt not. There was plenty of this. Wheat and barley, oil and wine
were the staple foods of Palestine and Asia Minor.

6. Cf. Revelation 13:17.
1V. THE FOQURTH SEAL - The Pale Horse (7,8)
1. Pale - greenish white - the color of one stricken with the disease of death.

2. Name "Death" - and hell followed with him. Death slays and Hades reaps. (Hades -

the abode of the disembodied spirits, from Haides - "a" privative plus "idein" - to
see)

3. Authority over fourth part of the earth - Ezekiel 14:21.

4. The sword of war.

V. THE FIFTH SEAL - Souls Under the Altar (9-11)

1. Blood of the sacrifices was poured at the bottom of the altar (Leviticus 4.7). This

was the Altar of Sacrifice (Exodus 39:39; 40:29). The Lamb was slain and these
martyrs have followed the example of their Lord.

Souls - Leviticus 17:11

Altar - Revelation 8:4 - before the throne of God

Slain for the Word of God - sacrificed for being faithful to their Lord
Cried with a loud voice - for their cause

Persecution is not over yet.



V1. THE SIXTH SEAL - Judgment (12-17)
1. Cf Joel 1:15;2:1,2,10,11,28-32; Zephaniah 1:14,15; Isaiah 13:6-11.
2. The Day of Jehovah is judgment upon the wicked in time.

3. John uses the language of the prophets to paint the picture of desolation and
destruction.

4. Verses 15,16 - no one is hurt, yet - an announcement of judgment to come.

5. Who shall be able to stand? In view of the terrible things to happen, what about the
Christian? Chapter 7 answers the question.

NOTE: IN THE SIXTH SEAL, THERE ARE TWO SETS OF SIXES:

1. Six things enumerated:

(1) Great Earthquake (Ezekiel 38:19; Amos 8:8; Joel 2:10)
(2) The sun darkened

(3) The moon the color of blood

(4) Stars fall to the earth

(5) Heavens curled up

(6) Mountains and islands removed

2. Six classes of mankind:

(1) Kings

(2) Princes

(3) Officers

(4) Rich men

(5) Strong men

(6) Slave and Freeman
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Instead of the 7th seal being opened, there are two visions of John
recorded in this chapter. The first vision is the sealing of the ser-
vants of God (1-8), and the second, of the redeemed before the throne
of God (9-17). The chapter deals with the question, "Who then shall

stand?"

I. VERSE 1 - John sees 4 angels holding back the four winds.

1. "Winds" or "wind" is often used to depict the "activities of
God. céiaf./u,ccfwv\ /27 wind A oo L loyves o gﬂ/z_’?/q Fo eI psiow ¥ (HB17)

4% 2. The judgment of God pictured as wind is a prominent idea in

Jﬁqq. the 0ld Testament. Some scriptures are Jeremiah 4:11,12; 18:17;
gl 49:32,36; Ezekiel 5:2; 12:14; Psalm 106:27; Job 38:24; Isaiah
KIS Szml«‘ 41:16.
&
20 qet?
w153 The four winds are held prisoner by angels at each of the four

corners. Some Jews held the winds from the "due" direction to
be a favorable wind, while those from the "angles" were un-

favorable. (‘/ 5_‘5 checel 9 t-t0 J—qul’ﬂeﬂf‘ s ABovT T £aLL!
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ITI. VERSES 2,3 - "Angel coming from the East" (the direction of light)_ﬁ"dmﬂ

1. "Cries with a great voice" - could be heard everywhere. Does

GoD's u1pY of so to hold back the Divine retribution until the seal is placed.
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séﬁ?” used by Oriental monarchs - gives validity to official documentss.
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III. VERSE 4 - "144,000" - out of every tribe of Israel. e fatlowe )
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1. Cf. Ezekiel 9:1-6. Representing safety in the time of trouble.
Protected so the destructive winds do not harm them.

2. Notice the use of "sealing."

(1) Protection against tampering - Matthew 27:66; Revelation 5:1

(2) Show ownership and destination - II Timothy 2:19; Song of
Solomon 8:6 T T T

{(3) Proof of genuineness -~ Esther 3:12,

@%@% 3. There is wide disagreement on the meaning of the 2 groups
mentioned in Chapter 7.

(1) The 144,000 represents Jewish Christians and the Great Host
represents Gentile Christians.

(2) The symbolism used does not divide the redeemed into two
groups. (P10)
4., It is a sacred number of religious significance (12), multiplied

by itself, and then by a thousand (the number used signify com-
pleteness) The result represents "absolute completeness."”
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VERSES 5-8 The Listing of the Tribes.

1.

1‘

2.

The list is not geographical. Dan and Ephraim are left out, but
Joseph is included. Joseph had two sons (Ephraim and Manasseh)
and each was made the head of a tribe.

When the tribes were listed, Levi was usually omitted because
of having no regular inheritance, as was Joseph's name omitted.
In this chapter Joseph and Levi are listed, so two have to be
omitted.

There are various listing of the tribes in the 01d Testament.
(Genesis 35:22f; 46:8f; 49; Exodus 1:1ff; Numbers 1:2; 13:4ff;
26:34; Deuteronomy 27:11f; 33:6ff; Joshua 13-22; Judges b5)

VERSES 9-17 The Great Hosts and the "Purpose" of Trials.

John sees a great host beyond the ability of man to number. This
group is not sealed because they are past the need for protection.

They recognize the source of their victory and John not only
points the afflicted Christians to safety, but to the joy that
awaits on the other side.

To emerge through trials is one thing, but to emerge from it with
unstained faith and conscience is something else.

The two visions together give the most complete picture of the
security of God's people before the judgments pointed out in
chapters 6 and 8.

NOTE ON VERSE 12

1.

2.

In this verse the definite article precedes each item of praise.
This represents the fullest, deepest sense of excellencies
pertaining to God.

blessing GloRY  ISheM  THANKSGIVWG howt  Pruwr | MIGHT
Cf. eulogia; doxa; sophia; eucharistia; time; dunamis; ischus.

NOTE ON VERSES 13-17

1.

2.

"That come out of the great tribulation" (present, active) - they

who are coming out - a thing of the moment. White C(Purity)
T o Ritms (vietory § Jov)

Before the throne (perfect communion); Serving (perfect service);
His Tabernacle (perfect protectio@; Hunger and thirst no more
(perfect provision); Shepherd (Perfect Leadership); Water of Life
(perfect l1life); No tears (perfect joy).
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THREE SERIES OF SEVEN:

SEVEN SEALS (6:1-8:1) GOD'S CONCERN OVER THE FATE OF HIS
CHURCH, AND PROMISES THE OVERTHROW
OF ROME FOR HER PERSECUTION OF THE
SAINTS.

SEVEN TRUMPETS (8:2-11:19) Preliminary judgments upon the
Empire (punishing ornly by measured
degrees) - A warning and opportunity
to repent. APPARENTLY THEY DID NOT -
REVELATION 9:20,21.

SEVEN BOWLS OF WRATH (15:1-16:21) COMPLETE AND FINAL DOOM
TO THE EMPIRE.
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Are Only 144,000 Going to Heaven?

J. J. TURNER

The Jehovah's Witnesses compass land and sea teaching what they
call the “good news of the kingdom.” This “good news” upon being
compared with the Scriptures actually is bad news. One element
of their so-called “good news” is the teaching that only 144,000 are
This is bad news for the many thousands today

proing to heaven.
Note the follow-

who believe they have a hope of going to heaven.
ing quote from one of their publications:

In the nast did you believe that all good persons go to
heaven? If so, and if you endeavored to live a good life, you
may well have (\pcctcd to be included among them. You
may also have hoped in this way to be reunited with your
loved ones whom vou had lost in death. But when you had
this expectation, did you know that the Bible says that such
faithful servimts of God as King David and John the Baptist
did not vo to heaven? . . . At that time did you know that
only 144,000 chosen from nmon;z mankind over the past nine-
teen centuries wonld gain heavenly Ife? {The Truth That
Leads< to Eternal Life. pp. 78. 79, pub. by Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Socicty of New York, Inc.)

This false doctrine is hased upon a literal and false interpretation
of Revelation 7:4 and 14:3. A careful reading of these two chapters
(Rev. 7 and 14) will reveal that the above verses are in the context
of highly figurative language. For those who choose to make the
144,000 literal we raise the following questions: (1) Is the context
full of fgurative language? (2) Are the four angels literal in chap-
ter 7:1-4? (3) Does the earth have four literal corners? (4) Was
the seal in Rev. 7:1-4 a literal seal? If so, how and where was it to
he fixed? Can one of the so-called 144,000 show us this seal today?
Was it, and is it, placed upon their foreheads literally? (5) Are the
sealed to be just from the literal tribes of Israel? Can one of the
144.000 today tell us which tribe he is from? How does one know
today if he is ane of the 144,0007 1If a Gentile becomes a proselyte
today, can he then become one of the 144,0007 If so, what tribe
would he become a member of in Acts 8?

Nowhere in these passages does it state ONLY 144,000 literal
persons are going to heaven. In fact, nowhere in the Bible does it
make such a statement, The Bible teaches that Jesus died for all
(Heb, 2:9; John 3:16), and is the author of eternal salvation to all
them that obey him (Heb. 5:8,9). This is the essence of the prom-
ise made by Pcter on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-47). In fact,
according to this false doctrine Peter himself couldn’t be one of the
144,000 (if they hold that Rev., 14:1.5 is literal) because he was
married (Mark 1:830; 1 Cor. 9:5), and thus not a literal virgin as
described in Revelation 14:4.

I believe that the following exegesis of Revelation 14 will prove
that the term 144,000 is figurative of all the faithful Christians in

the Lord's church,
In Revelation 14:1 we see this_group pictured with Christ on the

mountain. From Hcbrews 12:22, 23 we learn that those in the
mountain are in the church, thus saved (Acts 2:47). This is in com-
plete harmony with the sealed 144,000 who have obeyed the gospel
(Acts 2:38; Eph. 1:13).

2. In Revelation 14:3 they are described as men redeemed from

the earth. In 1 Peter 1:18, 19 we learn that ALL Christians are re-

deemed by the precious blood of Christ, and in Acts 20:28 Paul
states that the church was purchased with the blood of Christ.

3. In Revelation 14:4 they are described as undefiled with women,
—they are_virgins. In 2 Corinthians 11:2 Paul referred to Christians
as virgins. In Ephesians 5:25-27 the church is referred to as a pure,
bride. _Also in_verse 4 they are said to follow the Lamb. To follow
the Lamb s to follow Christ—thus a Christian (Phil. 2:5: 1 Peter

2:21). We also learn from versc 4 that these are firstfruits. James

1:18 uses this same term to refer to the first group of Christians in
the first century,

4. They are described as truth tellers in Revelation 14:5, In
ia we learn that the chur to have no liars in it;

also read } Pete; 2:1,21,22, Verse 5 glsg describes them as being

without blemish. In Ephesians 5:27 Paul states that the church is
without blemish

From the above harmony of scriptures the only person who meets
these qualifications ‘is a Christian who has been redeemed by the
blood of Christ and is a member of the church purchased by that
same blood (Acts 20:28; 2:47; Eph. 5:23-27).

Thercfore, the number 144,000 in these passages is uscd sym-
bolically to describe ALL Christians who suffer, and will suffer, for
the gospel’s sake and live faithfully unto death (Rev. 2:10). In Rev-
elation 7:9 John uses an innumerable multitude interchangeably with

the. figurative 144,000 of verses 1-7, and shows this innumerable
multitude in_heaven before the throne of God.

It's wonderful to know that Jesus has prepared a place for every-
one who will obey him (John 141-8; Heb. 5:9).

White’s Ferry Road School of Preaching, West Monroe, La.




STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 7

Instead of the 7th seal being opened, there are two visions of John recorded in this
chapter. The first vision is the sealing of the servants of God (1-8), and the second, of the
redeemed before the throne of God (9-17). The chapter deals with the question, "Who

then shall stand?"
ANALYSIS
1. Verse 1 - John sees 4 angels holding back the four winds.
1. "Winds" or "wind" is often used to depict the "activities of God.

2. The judgment of God pictured as wind is a prominent idea in the Old Testament.
Consider Jeremiah 4:11,12; 18:17; 49:32,36; Ezekiel 5:2; 12:14; Psalm 106:27,

Job 38:24; Isaiah 41:16.

3. The four winds are held prisoner by angels at each of the four corners. Some Jews
held that the winds from the "due" direction to be a favorable wind, while those from

the "angles" were unfavorable winds.
II. Verses 2,3 - "Angel coming from the East" - the direction of light

1. "Cries with a great voice" - could be heard everywhere. Does so to hold back the
Divine retribution until the seal is placed.

2. "Having the seal of the Living God" - signet ring, as would be used by Oriental
monarchs - gives validity to official documents.

III. Verse 4 - "144,000" - out of every tribe of Israel.

1. Cf Ezekiel 9:1-6. Representing safety in the time of trouble. Protected so the
destructive winds do not harm them.

2. "Sealing"

(1) Protection against tampering - Matthew 27:66; Revelation 5:1

(2) Shows ownership and destination - 2 Timothy 2:19; Song of Solomon 8:6

(3) Proof of genuineness - Esther 3:12



3. There is wide disagreement on the meaning of the two groups mention in chapter 7.

(1) The 144,000 represents Jewish Christians and the Great Host represents Gentile
Christian.

(2) The symbolism used does not divide the redeemed into two groups.

4. Tt is a sacred number of religious significance (12) - multiplied by itself, and then by
a thousand (the number used signify completeness). The result represents "absolute
completeness."

5. Notice that exactly 12,000 from each tribe listed - suggests the number is not to be
taken literally.

IV. Verses 5-8 - The listing of the tribes.

1. The list is not geographical. Dan and Ephraim are left out, but Joseph is included.
Joseph had two sons (Ephraim and Manasseh) and each was made the head of a
tribe..

2. When the tribes were listed, Levi was usually omitted because of having no regular
inheritance, % was Joseph's name omitted. In this chapter, Joseph and Levi are
listed, so two have to be omitted.

3. There are various listings of the tribes in the Old Testament. Consider Genesis
35:22fF, 46:8f, 49, Exodus 1:1ff, Numbers 1:2; 13:4ff, 26:34, Deuteronomy 27:11f;
33:6ff, Joshua 13-33; Judges 5.

V. Verses 9-17 The great hosts and the "purpose" of trials.

1. John sees a great host beyond the ability of man to number. This group is not sealed
because they are past the need for protection.

2. They recognize the source of their victory and John not only points the afflicted
Christians to safety, but to the joy that awaits on the other side.

3. To emerge through trials is one thing, but to emerge from it with unstained faith and
conscience is something else.

4. The two visions together give the most complete picture of the security of God's
people before the judgments pointed out in chapters 6 and 8.



VI. Verse 12.

1. In this verse the definite article precedes each item of praise. This represents the
fullest, deepest sense of excellencies pertaining to God.

2. "Eulogia, Doxa; Sophia; Eucharistia; Time, Dunamis, Ischus"
VII. Verses 13-17

1. "That come out of the great tribulation" - present, active - "they who are coming
out; a thing of the moment."

2. Before the throne (perfect communion); serving (perfect service); Tabernacle
(perfect protection), hunger and thirst no more (perfect provision), Shepherd
(perfect leadership), Water of life (perfect life); no tears (perfect joy).

Answers the question - "Who shall be able to stand?" - The Lord's faithful church will
endure to its reward by the protection, power and purpose of God.
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CHAPTER 8
AND when he had ‘opened the

. : wols
seventh seal, there was silence emg)km‘w the W’(J“d of tha judgme

in heaven about the space of
half an hour.

2 And ] saw the seven angels
which stood before God; band to
them were given seven trum-
pets.

3 And another cangel came
and stood at the altar, having a
goldencenser; and there wasgiv-
en unto him much dincense,
that he sh(r)ukl;il loffer it with ftge
prayers of all saints upon the
tgolden altar which was before
the throne.

4 And sthe smoke of the in-
cense, which came with the
prayers of the saints, ascended
up before God out of the angel’s
hand.

5 And the angel took the cen-
ser, and filled it with fire of the
altar, and cast it 2into the earth:
hand there were voices, and
thunderings, and lightnings,
fand an earthquake.

6 And the seven angels which
had the seven trumpets pre-
pargr?l thremselvesl to sozjﬁg.l p

7 The first angel sounded, Jan
there fo"oweg ail and fire
mingled with blood, and they
were cast kupon the earth: and
the third part lof trees was
burmnt up, and all green grass
was burnt up.

8 And the second angel
sounded, and as it were a great
mountain burning with fire was
cast into the sea: and the third
part of the sea became mblood;

9 And the third part of the
creatures which were in the sea,
and had life, died; and_the third

part of the ships were
destroyed.
10 And the third angel

sounded, and there Tell a great
star from heaven, burning as it
were a lamp, and it fell upon the
third part of the rivers, and
upon the fountains of waters;

11 And the name of the star is
called Wormwood: nand the
third part of the waters became
wormwood; and many men died
of the waters, because they
were made bitter.

12 And eothe fourth angel
sounded, and the third part o
the sun was smitten, and the
third part of the moon, and the
third part of the stars; so as the
third part of them was dark-
ened, and the day shone not
for a third part of it, and the
night likewise.

13 And I beheld, and sheard
an angel flying through the
midst of heaven, saying with a
loud voice, Woe, awoe, woe, to
the inhabiters of the earth by
reason of the other voices of the
trumpet of the three angels,
which are yet to sound!
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STUDIES IN REVELATION
CHAPTER 8

Chapter 8 divides into three major sections. All three sections deal with the opening of the
Seventh Seal.

Introduction to the opening of the seal (1-5)
The Four Trumpets (6-12)
Announcement of the Final Three Trumpets

ANALY
Verse 1 Silence - Two prevalent views concerning the reason for the silence:;

(1) Dramatic effect by profound stillness with no elder, or angel, speaking.
No chorus of praise, nor cry of adoration, no thunder from the throne. A
temporary cessation in the revelation.

(2) Symbolical of delayed judgment. Consider 7:1-3.

Verse 2 Trumpets were used to summon armies, give orders to charge, and announce
things or events.

Verses 3-5 A prelude to the Seven Trumpets which will begin to sound.

Verses 6-13  The angels with their trumpets to sound. The first four trumpets bring woe
upon the earth in partial destruction. They represent woe upon nature in its
four-fold aspect. This is the classification of nature as known to man in that
day - land, sea, fresh waters and heavenly bodies.

These are pictures of God's warning judgments sent upon wicked man. The
"third" was conventional way of expressing a "large part."

(1) The First Trumpet (v. 7 - land disaster) - hail and fire mixed with blood -
earth, trees and grass.

(2) The Second Trumpet (vs. 8,9 - sea disaster) - as it were a great mountain
burning with fire - sea became blood - creatures of the sea and ships.

(3) The Third Trumpet (vs. 10,11 - fresh water) - falling great burning star -
rivers and fountains of waters - named "Wormwood" - Exodus 15:23;
Jeremiah 9:15; 23:15.

(4) The Fourth Trumpet (v. 12 - heavenly bodies) - sun and moon and stars
turned to darkness.



Verse 13 "Eagle" - strongest of birds - sometimes a symbol for vengeance - flies where
all can see, and cries where all can hear.

There is more and worse to come - the last 3 trumpets are known as the "Three Woe
Trumpets.”

God gives His revelation through things they would understand. He is saying, "I have
means of destroying your enemies.

Notice the patience of God - "Repent and turn from your evil."
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STUDIES IN REVELATION

This chapter is one of the most frightening scenes in the Revelation. Its theme is "The
Worse Is Yet To Come!" Chapter 9 contains plenty of symbolical language and
pageantry. It also contains two major sections: The Sounding of the 5th Trumpet; (2)
The Sounding of the 6th Trumpet. Verses 20 and 21 state the purpose of the instruments
of destruction.

1.

[ (Verses 1-12)

"A star fell from heaven" - cf Luke 10:18. The star is given power to open the
Abyss. (Cf Luke 8:31 - the abode of demons)

"Smoke" - can represent deception and delusion; sin and sorrow; and darkness and
degradation; moral blindness (Cf. 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2)

. "Locust" - a common pest of the day; also the universal symbol of destruction.

These locusts are described in a special way, and have a special function.

(1) Horses - war;,

(2) Crowns - victory,

(3) Faces of men - intelligence,

(4) Woman's hair - strength or beauty,

(5) Lion's teeth - power;

(6) Armor - protection,

(7) The sound of their wings made a tremendous noise - a mighty number

The description of the locust creatures do not represent the Cobra Helicopter O
Gunship, as some interpreters say)!( B Ledsg S 1ol Gk g (ot W’W\

(%

. They were told not to hurt the grass (common food to the locust), but to spend five

months (length of the life of a locust), in tormenting man - to create anguish so as to
desire death, but death is not granted.

Their leader's name is "Abaddon," or "Apollyon" - translated as a "Destroyer," or
"Destruction."

. Many attempts have been made to determine the exact meanings of every detail of

this picture:

(1) Some make this parallel with the horsemen in the next section;

(2) Some bypass interpretation altogether;

(3) Some say they symbolize the hellish spirit which penetrates the earth;
(4) The Forces of decay for retribution upon Rome,
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(5) Representatives of internal rottenness and internal decay of the Roman Empire.
(6) This is pictured as coming from within the empire.

. God has now indicated two instruments with which can be used to destroy the

oppressors - (1) Natural Calamity; (2) Internal Decay.

. The third instrument is the next section. Verse 12 says there are two more woes

to go!

I' (Verses 13-21)

. The symbolism of this section is full of dramatic details. For the intent of these

trumpets, please read Revelation 6:9,10; 8:3,4. The answer to the prayers of
"vindication."

. The four angels were loosed that were bound at the Euphrates, and led a great army

bent on destruction. The Euphrates would represent the land of the enemies, or evil.

. The army numbered 200,000,000. In regular formation, this would make a troop of

soldiers 1 mile wide and 85 miles long.

. Another vivid description is given - men with breastplates of fire; horses' head were

as the heads of lions; out of their mouths were issuing fire, smoke and brimstone.
Their tails were like unto serpents and had heads.

. This vision could represent External Invasion.

. This completes the instruments used of God - Natural Calamity, Internal Decay and

External Invasion.

. Verses 20,21 show the purpose of the instruments that reveal God's will.

. Just as the seventh seal contained the seven trumpets, the seventh trumpet contains,

in a sense, the seven bowls of wrath.

. But first, there is an interlude (10:1-11), so that John can eat a little book, and know

there are some bitter things to prophesy.
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Rev 10:1

Then I saw another mighty angel coming down

from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, witha ~ %udsmem (2r s 47%)
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sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. HoLiness
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He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in
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Rev 10:5
Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea
and on the land raised his right hand to heaven.

Rev 10:6

And he swore by him who lives for ever and
ever, who created the heavens and all that is in
them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea
and all that is in it, and said, "There will be no
more delay!

Rev 10:7 4 J o
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to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be
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Rev 10:8

Then the voice that I had heard from heaven .
spoke to me once more: "Go, take the scroll that €22 L
lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing

on the sea and on the land."

Rev 10:9

So I went to the angel and asked him to give me
the little scroll. He said to me, "Take it and eat
it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in your
mouth it will be as sweet as honey."

ﬂl&JUJiméﬂ"’S of God ypen
thae whe had rt\,ubd Him

Rev 10:10 | ’Tk Liporiomte aaid rc;;v(;z'm

I took the little scroll from the angel's hand and TasTes Gool “'"“c et -
ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, gor (SR )] e !
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but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. en opplied  beames B o
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Rev 10:11

Then I was told, "You must prophesy again
about many peoples, nations, languages and
kings."
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TUDIES 1 EL
REVELATION 10

We are interrupted in the Trumpet Judgments by two more visions. Chapter 10 contains

the first vision, and chapter 11:1-13 contains the second vision. Two main themes are
discussed in Chapter 10 - The Seven Thunders (1-7), and The Little Book (8-11).

I. THE FIRST THEME - "The Angel, and the Seven Thunders (1-7)

1. Verse 1 -Write a description of the angel "come down from heaven." What do you
think the symbols represent?

2. Verse 2 - One foot on the sea, and one foot on the earth would indicate all the world
is to be included in the message to follow. The angel had great authority and great
power. The message is for all, and he controls both realms.

3. Verse 3 - "Loud voice" - attracts attention to what he was to say. "Thunder"
indicates a storm is approaching; a symbol of warning; a premonition of judgments

of divine wrath.

4. Verse 4 - "Seal up those things" - there was to be no more warning! Consider the
next few verses.

5. Verses 5,6,7 - the warning of the six trumpets had been enough needed. Now there
is to be no further delay.

(1) "Right hand to heaven" - done when oath is taken.

(2) "Mystery" - to be known in the days of the voice of the 7th angel. He will sound
in Revelation 11:14-19.

II. THE SECOND THEME - "The Little Book" - verses 8-11
1. Verse 8 - instructions are given regarding the little book.
2. Verse 9 - "eat it up" - acceptance and responsibility.

(1) "Sweet as honey" - joy of revelation and trust. It tastes good when studied, and
has a sweet ending.

(2) "Bitter" - comes in the delivery of God's message of condemnation of sin of
men. "Bad news!" (Consider Psalm 119;103,104; 19:7-14)

CONCLUSION: There has been much conjecture over the contents of the "Little Book."
It does appear that its contents deal with matters of sorrow and woe. Cf Ezekiel 2:8-
3:.14.
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how anyone who wants to harm them must die.

Rev 11:6

These men have power to shut up the sky so that

it will not rain during the time they are ELITGH
prophesying; and they have power to turn the moses

waters into blood and to strike the earth with
every kind of plague as often as they want.
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Rev 11.9

For three and a half days men from every people,
tribe, language and nation will gaze on their
bodies and refuse them burial.

Rev 11:10

The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them
and will celebrate by sending each other gifts,
because these two prophets had tormented those
who live on the earth.

Rev 11:11 short indehinite Hme

But after the three and a half days a breath of life
from God entered them, and they stood on their
feet, and terror struck those who saw them.
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Rev 11:12

Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying

to them, "Come up here." And they went up to sqmbolizes exaltation of tho Mortyrs
heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked f whe died for thew faath - vichry!
on.

Rev 11:13

At that very hour there was a severe earthquake - jvdgment of hed
and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand

people were killed in the earthquake, and the

survivors were terrified and gave glory to the

God of heaven.

Rev 11:14
The second woe has passed; the third woe is
coming soon.

Rev 11:15

The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and the iy dem of God has wem J

there were loud voices in heaven, which said:

"The kingdom of the world has become the "
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Rev 11:16

And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on
their thrones before God, fell on their faces and
worshiped God,

Rev 11:17

saying: "We give thanks to you, Lord God
Almighty, the One who is and who was, because
you have taken your great power and have
begun to reign.

Rev11:18

The nations were angry; and your wrath has
come. The time has come for judging the dead,
and for rewarding your servants the prophets
and your saints and those who reverence your
name, both small and great-- and for destroying
those who destroy the earth."

Rev 11:19

Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and
within his temple was seen the ark of his
covenant. And there came flashes of lightning,
rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a
great hailstorm.
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STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 11

Chapter 11 contains 3 sections for consideration: The Measuring of the Temple (1,2),
The Two Witnesses (3-13); The Seventh Trumpet (14-19).

I. THE MEASURING OF THE TEMPLE - Verses 1,2

1. "Measure" - what is the indication of this word?
2. "Court" - the thought is that the world will continually attack the church.

3. "42 months" - symbolical period of time. The figure is used whenever persecution is
under consideration. The number represents uncertainty, restlessness and turmoil.

4. SUMMARY OF THIS SECTION - God protects His own during a period of time
of turmoil and difficulty by the hands of the world.

II. THE TWO WITNESSES - Verses 3-13
1. Various interpretations are offered:
(1) Literally two men having supernatural power and divine protection;

(2) Applies to the apostasy of the church until the time of the reformation - the true
church and the preacher;

(3) The number "2" is symbolism which caries the thought of strength. In this case
they would symbolize a testimony, or witness, of great power. The gospel will
be carried out even in the face of adversity.

2. SUMMARY OF SECTION - Thus ends the interlude containing the messages of
divine judgment. There is to be a delay no longer (10:1-7); God's message of
judgment is to be proclaimed (10:8-11); God's people are known and protected
(11:1,2); there will be a strong witness of the gospel during distress awaiting ahead.
But when it is all over, Christianity will be vindicated (11:3-13).

III. THE SEVENTH TRUMPET - Verses 14-19

1. This vision carries over into the rest of the book. The message is "God and His
Kingdom have won."

2. In the Seventh Trumpet we have two thoughts to note: (1) Victory - as indicated
by songs; (2) Defeat - as indicated in verse 18.



LATION
LOOKING BACK
LAT 4-

1. Many symbols and the imagery of the Revelation come from the

2. Give the 3-fold outline of Revelation as revealed in Revelation 1:19--

3. An appropriate title for Chapter 4 would be

4. The throne is symbolic of God's power, , majesty and

5. The "rainbow" in chapter 4 could be symbolic of God's

6. The faithful of all ages is represented by the elders.

7. The theme of chapter 5 is "The N

8. A scroll sealed with seven seals would represent what?
9. Why did John weep in Revelation 5:4?

10. How is salvation appropriated? (How are we saved?)
11. In Revelation 6 we have the opening of the

12. How does John describe judgment in the 6th seal?

13. In view of all these terrible things that were to happen, who will be able to stand?
Why?

14. Revelation 7 contains two visions that take place before the 7th seal is opened. What
are the two visions?

15. Why were these two visions presented to John?

16. God gives His Revelation through things the Christians would understand. He is
saying, "I have means of your enemies."

17. The main thought of Revelation 9 is --

18. The leader's name of the Locust Creatures in Revelation 9 is " " which

means " N

19. God has three instruments which can be used to destroyed the oppressors. They are:



20. What is the church's mission during times of persecution?

21. The "Little Book" was to the mouth, and bitter to the

22. The "Two Witnesses" represent the

23. "Sodom, Egypt and the place where our Lord was crucified" indicate

24. Three things are to be measured in Revelation 11. They are:
25. What does the "measuring"” indicate, or mean?
SUPPLY THE CORRECT ANSWER

1. Number of elders around the throne
2. Number of the Spirits of God
3. Number of beasts about the throne
4. Number sealed from each tribe
5. Number of the "witnesses"
6. First seal

7. Second seal

8. Third seal

9. Fourth seal

10. Fifth seal

11. Sixth seal

12. First trumpet

13. Second trumpet

14. Third trumpet

15. Fourth trumpet

16. Fifth trumpet

17. Sixth trumpet

18. Seventh trumpet

19. "Destroyer"

20. One outstanding lesson you have learned from your study so far--
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Rev 12:1
A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven:
a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon

under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her

head.

Rev 12:2
She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she
was about to give birth. Mich 4¢3

Rev 12:3

Then another sign appeared in heaven: an
enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten
horns and seven crowns on his heads.

Rev 12:4

His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky
and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in
front of the woman who was about to give birth,
so that he might devour her child the moment it
was born.

Rev 12:5

She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will
rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her
child was snatched up to God and to his throne.

Rev 12:6

The woman fled into the desert to a place
prepared for her by God, where she might be
taken care of for 1,260 days.

Rev 12:7
And there was war in heaven. Michael and his

angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon

and his angels fought back.

Rev 12:8
But he was not strong enough, and they lost
their place in heaven.
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Rev 12:9
The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient
serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the Adpet !
whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth,
and his angels with him.
“lot K e Vicheiom !
Rev 12:10
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say. "Now
have come the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God, and the authority of his /
Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who %
accuses them before our God day and night, has
been hurled down.

Rev 12:11

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb > «#r¢ Ll AT W
and by the word of their testimony, they did not 5 27 2* & ;-7

love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 5 &, ,uz 44 2

Rev 12:12

Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who

dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea,

because the devil has gone down to you! He is

filled with fury, because he knows that his time is 4 1 sh o Ao cam pb!
short."

Rev 12:13

When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to
the earth, he pursued the woman who had given
birth to the male child.

Rev 12:14
The woman was given the two wings of a great —> Gods shrongth —ex 4 %% 1 £, 7
eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared

for her in the desert, where she would be taken -» ,2¢
care of for a time, times and half a time, out of

the serpent's reach.
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Rev 12:15 Fuhos. akisise altemthac o detary somsse ()

Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water ~7

like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep wibin Ll o pigen

her away with the torrent. Lynbet 5] somgodlivsm £ 18¢
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Rev 12:16 K 7 by gedlins /o 12¥
But the earth helped the woman by opening its bk s
mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon bt e MAL“ 15 4
had spewed out of his mouth. /5 20

Rev 12:17

Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and
went off to make war against the rest of her
offspring--those who obey God's commandments
and hold to the testimony of Jesus.
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STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 12

Our previous major section of study (1-11) dealt with the struggle of the church and the
world. The struggle resulted in victory for the church. We now see with greater force a
conflict between Christ and Satan. As this conflict closes in Revelation 20, we shall see

the Dragon and his allies consigned to the lake of fire.

Revelation 12 divides into three headings: The People (1-6); The Plot (7-16); The Prelude
a”.

I. THE PEOPLE - Verses 1-6.
1. The Woman with Child - there have many interpretations:

(1) The church of the Old Testament - "the mother of whom Christ came after the
flesh."

(2) Mythological idea, and source - with no interpretation.
(3) The virgin Mary.

(4) The people of God, the Ideal Zion, represented alike by the people of the Old
and the New Covenants.

(5) The Israel of God for all time - God's covenant related people - Philippians 3:3;
Galatians 6:16.

(6) Fleshly Israel - then, Spiritual Israel.

2. The Child - He was to rule all the nations with a rod of iron (Psalm 2:6-9, Hebrews
1:5; Revelation 19:15).

3. The Dragon - Psalm 74:13,14. Verse 9 identifies the dragon as the devil.

(1) "Seven heads" - authority, world dominion

(2) "Ten horns" - power, destruction, strength

(3) Seven crowns - rule - "diadema" (rule); not "stephanos" (victory)
(4) Cf Daniel 7. This chapter in Daniel is full of these descriptions

II. THE PLOT - Verses 7-16 ("The Big Battle")
1. Satan tried to destroy the Christ during His sojourn on earth. At last he appeared

victorious in the death of Christ on the cross. But, Christ arose, and Satan loses the
first battle (Verse 5).



2. The scene shifts to heaven as Satan even tries to invade heaven to destroy the
Christ. Here is war in heaven. Michael and his angels do battle with Satan and his
forces. Satan is cast down and Satan loses the second battle (Verse 9).

3. He now tries to exercise destruction on the woman. She is fleeing the wrath of the
Dragon. She is protected although there is turmoil and trouble. She is given wings
to flee. She is safe and the Dragon is unable to destroy her. Satan has lost the third
battle (Verse 16).

III. THE PRELUDE - Verse 17

1. Satan now turns to fight his fourth battle. It is directed against the remnant of the
woman's seed, and he finds some allies to help him in this battle.

2. Note: Some commentators place the woman as the church, and since Satan can
never destroy the church as a whole, he concentrates on the individual (Verse 17).

3. All of this now introduces Revelation 13 and 14.

1. How does Part 2 of Revelation relate to the episode of the "Little Book?"

2. In what way is the continuity between the Old and New Covenants shown in the figure
of the pregnant woman? '

3. Describe the dragon as seen in Revelation 12.

4. Identify the child born of the pregnant woman. How did he escape the dragon? What
does this signify?

5. What happened to the woman after she had given birth?

SRR
6. Who is the "Israel of God" today? Give scripture. &, 2 **

7. What do you think is the primary message of Revelation 12 to the readers of the First
Century?



STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 13

Revelation 13 concerns two major discussions - The Beast From The Sea (1-10), The
Beast From The Earth (11-17). Satan is turning to do battle with the "rest of her seed,"
and John now describes the forces Satan uses and also, the forces God uses. Satan has the
"Sea-Beast" and the "Earth-Beast" and the "Great Harlot" (17:1).

The forces of Good are led by God and His Allies - "The Lamb" (14:1) and the "Sickles"
(14:14,17). These indicate the Christ and Eternal Judgment. The battle will be long and
bitterly fought, but God is victorious!

I. THE SEA-BEAST - Verses 1-3 The Civil Persecuting Power of Rome.

1. "Coming up out of the sea" - consider Revelation 17:1,15. The Sea of Humanity -
the source of evil - Isaiah 17:12.

2. "Ten Horns" - Old Testament symbol of power - Deuteronomy 33: 1;/; 1 Samuel
2:10; 1 Kings 22:11; Luke 1:69.

3. "Seven Heads" - representative of authority - complete power and perfect authority;
only as it was given him - Revelation 13:5,7.

4. "Ten Crowns" - kingly nature, symbolizing rule, or reign.
5. "Names of Blasphemy" - Consider verse 5,6. To blaspheme God and His saints.

6. Consider verse 2 - The Description - as also found in Daniel 7:1-8. The idea is that
this is a terrible sight and difficult to describe. Rome is the persecuting power.

7. Consider verse 3 - "One Head Smitten" - "Death stroke healed." Nero was first to
persecute Christians, but committed suicide in A.D. 68. As a persecutor Rome

received its death stroke. Domitian started the persecution again - the death was
healed.

8. "The Sea-Beast" symbolizes the persecuting power of Satan embodied in all the
nations and governments of the world through out all history. (Hendriksen)

9. We have the power of the Beast in verses 4-8, and the encouragement for the
Christian to hold fast in verses 9,10.

II. THE EARTH-BEAST - Verses 11-18. Rome as a False Religion - Emperor worship

1. "Two Horns Like A Lamb" - outward religious appearance.
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"Voice of a Dragon" - wolf in sheep's clothing!

. "Exercises authority of the first beast" - authority derived from Emperor, or from
the Roman state.

"To worship the first beast" - forced man to worship the Sea-Beast.

NOTE: All of these descriptions seem to identify the body in Asia Minor to enforce
the state religion. (Summers)

. "Sign" - 2 Thessalonians 2:9
. "Image to the Beast" - good description of Emporer worship.

. "Mark" -cf. the 3rd seal. Economic discrimination in time of plenty.

. "Right hand" - symbol of power, or industry, or work.

. "Forehead" - thought, life, or mind. Notice "The Seal Versus The Mark!"

I - Verse 18.

. Of the many debated areas of the Revelation, this one has probably received the

most varied treatment. Men have been trying to define it since the time of Irenaeus
(c. 180).

. Supposed meanings include Nero re-incarnated in Domitian; the Latin church; the

Pope; Hitler, etc.

. The number, and not the name, is the significant thing. The number "6" gave a

feeling of dread to the Oriental. It fell short of "7" and was therefore an evil number.
By itself it signified "doom" and when raised to a series ("666") it represented an evil
that could not be greater. It represented evil raised to its highest power.

4. "The string of "6's" represented to a Christian everything that was distasteful, evil,
terrible and brutal." (Summers). It seems the ruler of Rome was that "everything."
;:fa Ko(o’/o«' ‘égn kovTa
The Woman
The Child
The Dragon

. The "other children"

The Sea-Beast
The Earth-Beast

(4]



(J’\ Ter (2 - Satan (aanct Wia
hagtar (3 - Al o) Seken
%w*’&f 1y - W 47 ﬂl‘s/‘\fwb\w

T’W:.lmgl“\

Rev 14:1
Then I looked, and there before me was the
Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him

144,000 who had his name and his Father's name 0o lsngu pavssoated - Trdompheont Lot - compamiomsht
written on their foreheads. belong 4 God - ownership - Loguly - satety = @nf f

Rev 14:2

And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of
rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder.
The sound I heard was like that of harpists
playing their harps.

Rev 14:3

And they sang a new song before the throne and

before the four living creatures and the elders.

No one could learn the song except the 144,000

who had been redeemed from the earth,  puechased - 1012

q

Rev 14:4
' : Total Speritved Gonditron -
These are those who did not defile themselves vhal de ,l; ¢ e
. . 2 . '
with women, for they kept themselves pure, —— fore  (Hodin 2¢0u™J5 ¢14) ne sprertval adultecy

They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They —s obedieat
were purchased from among men and offered as—s» seporated

firstfruits to God and the Lamb. 5 belong 4o God  (Tames 1)
The Chueeh s Clu-.:l"s Bride

Rev 14:5 Qv 21 € §12

: p ¥ 7
No lie was found in their mouths; they are ——— vndefiled
blameless. > freo from deFilement DISTINGUISHED Fram GReaT HAeLar

Rv 11!
ReV 146 . . . . fio de"ﬁ"ltm@nf with |dnla+~r3 of
Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he Cotsor warship

had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who
live on the earth--to every nation, tribe, language
and people.

Rev 14:7

He said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him  not Caesar !
glory, because the hour of his judgment has

come. Worship him who made the heavens, the

earth, the sea and the springs of water."




tovr of Divine J:idémenf - pet fma’dvdjmem‘ bet
Rev 14:8 dussoluion of F“:‘Hul e.\-h'%l
A second angel followed and said, "Fallen!
Fallen is Babylon the Great,(Which made all the Pluce of orrogance and
nations drink the maddening wine of her rebettion agatst God

] Cnever ;
adulteries " ) —————5  Reason for Rome's been rebuil+)
Punish ment § Fall

:'Tmboluc of Rome ifPrg'?

Rev 14:9

A third angel followed them and said in a loud
voice: "If anyone worships the beast and his
image and receives his mark on the forehead or
on the hand,

Rev 14:10

he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury,

which has been poured full strength into the cup ——3"ondilvted”  Heaven's Lo wrath wfe mercy
of his wrath. He will be tormented with burning

sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of

the Lamb.

Rev 14:11

And the smoke of their torment rises for ever

and ever. There is no rest day or night for those  ao fake worse magined

who worship the beast and his image, or for of veese 1413 1a conbrast do the Suirts
anyone who receives the mark of his name."

Rev 14:12

This calls for patient endurance on the part of
the saints who obey God's commandments and
remain faithful to Jesus.

too Short sislﬂw‘ wWe are Jomahimes

Rev 14:13

Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write:
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from
now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest

aot polluted by Rome's firaccatron

no  Comgromise of +u Lt
blegsed b\\ God Aot destined +o drink Gods wrath
Rest frovn Labevs

from their labor, for their deeds will follow works follow them
them."

it farthlal F.uﬁrmmu. of theie duhes
Rev 14:14 W hormeny with A kerds will for ot Gfe

I looked, and there before me was a white cloud,
and seated on the cloud was one "like a son of
man" with a crown of gold on his head and a
sharp sickle in his hand.



Rev 14:15

Then another angel came out of the temple and

called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on

the cloud, "Take your sickle and reap, because

the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the

earth is L'm_@;_" _ X‘/ Glyw - do dey vp; wirher (that of gram  nst Grupes)

Rev 14:16

So he who was seated on the cloud swung his
sickle over the earth, and the earth was
harvested.

Rev 14:17
Another angel came out of the temple in heaven,
and he too had a sharp sickle.

Rev 14:18 Ruoe??

Still another angel, who had charge of the fire,

came from the altar and called in a loud voice to

him who had the sharp sickle, "Take your sharp

sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the

earth's vine, because its grapes are ripe." To Hoveish | come 4o maturidy
Rev 14:19

The angel swung his sickle on the earth, wigurhy 15 fell
gathered its grapes and threw them into the great Ge 1010 ¢g 12-1% 15 't
winepress of God's wrath. Toel 3% ham 1
Rev 14:20

They were trampled in the winepress outside the Graphie feightening |
city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as o wine b0t biod !
high as the horses' bridles for a distance of 1,600 Ao wine ;o7 Blood
stadia. (about 2o0 miles)

2xtends fo all men evwaukue, whe

fiad themselves be7md Pho fo.le of
Dwing frof’ecﬁ'm./



STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 14

Revelation 14 deals with the two forces of righteousness that will combat the forces of the
evil one. These two forces are "The Lamb" and "The Sickles of Judgment."

1. THE LAMB - The Victorious Christ - Verses 1-5

1.

"Mount Zion" - Several passages deal with this phrase - 2 Samuel 5:6-10; 6:12,13;
1 Kings 8:1

(1) Symbolical of Jerusalem - Psalm 2:5,6; 15:1; 48:1,2
(2) Term used in prophecy - Zechariah 8:1-3; Daniel 2:34,35
(3) Cf Isaiah 2:2-4; Hebrews 12:22,23 - thus, it is Jerusalem envisioning the church

(4) God is still in Zion - Psalm 110:1,2; Hebrews 12:22,23; 1 Corinthians 3:16;
Ephesians 2:21,22

(5) Therefore, "Zion" is the location of God.

5 Perfeck avembye of rhe Saved ffymh-hcuf)
The "144,000" - those "purchased out of the earth" - they bear a "name" now, and

not a "mark." They are--

(1) Exalted - Verse 1

(2) Exultant - Verses 2,3a

(3) Exclusive - Verse 3b

(4) Exemplary - Verses 4,5 (free feom (mpuriher)

In Conduct - "Not defiled with women"

In Consecration - "Follow the Lamb"

In Calling - "Redeemed from among men"

In Conversation - "In their mouth was found no guile"
In Character - "Without fault before the throne"

moowe

3. "Voice from heaven" - Waters (rhythm), Thunder (volume); Harps (melody).

"Mbﬂe "

II. THE FOUR HEADLINE BANNERS - "Confidence" - Verses 6-13.

1. First angel - the triumphast of righteousness - verses 6,7

2. Second angel - the judgment of wicked Babylon - verse 8

3. Third angel - emperor worshippers are judged - verses 9-12

aill dewnle of ta wWiath of Gad )
Wil be foemented with fire § brimpline Lrever



STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 14

Revelation 14 deals with the two forces of righteousness that will combat the forces of the
evil one. These two forces are "The Lamb" and "The Sickles of Judgment."

I. THE LAMB - The Victorious Christ - Verses 1-5

1. "Mount Zion" - Several passages deal with this phrase - 2 Samuel 5.6-10; 6:12,13;
1 Kings 8:1

(1) Symbolical of Jerusalem - Psalm 2:5,6; 15:1; 48:1,2
(2) Term used in prophecy - Zechariah 8:1-3; Daniel 2:34,35
(3) Cf Isaiah 2:2-4; Hebrews 12:22,23 - thus, it is Jerusalem envisioning the church

(4) God is still in Zion - Psalm 110:1,2; Hebrews 12:22,23; 1 Corinthians 3:16;
Ephesians 2:21,22

(5) Therefore, "Zion" is the location of God.

2. The "144,000" - those "purchased out of the earth" - they bear a "name" now, and
not a "mark." They are--

(1) Exalted - Verse 1

(2) Exultant - Verses 2,3a
(3) Exclusive - Verse 3b
(4) Exemplary - Verses 4,5

A. In Conduct - "Not defiled with women"

B. In Consecration - "Follow the Lamb"

C. In Calling - "Redeemed from among men"

D. In Conversation - "In their mouth was found no guile"
E. In Character - "Without fault before the throne"

3. "Voice from heaven" - Waters (rthythm); Thunder (volume); Harps (melody).

S - "Confidence" - Verses 6-13.

1. First angel - the triumphant of righteousness - verses 6,7
2. Second angel - the judgment of wicked Babylon - verse 8

3. Third angel - emperor worshippers are judged - verses 9-12



4. Verse 13 - the Voice proclaiming Christians will triumph.

III. THE SICKLES OF JUDGMENT - Two Aspects of Judgment - Verses 14-20

1. Viewed by the righteous (verses 14-16) - a beautiful figure of death is "going
home."

2. Viewed by the wicked (verses 17-20)
(1) Fire - symbolism of destruction
(2) Fully ripe - iniquity is full

(3) Winepress of the wrath of God - figure of grapes being crushed. The wicked
are destroyed - Isaiah 63:1ff

(4) Without the city - outside Jerusalem, or Zion - thus, the non-Christian

(5) Blood - the wicked will be punished
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7 Jeals C(f'-é”) Christicas wavld

Rev 15:1
I saw in heaven another great and marvelous
sign: seven angels with the seven last (no alleraakve - reaches +s ond

be fnf‘uhd . God 45 14 contrel
and  will aot affew Hios l””/’l‘
+ be (le}h'ayec{‘

plagues--last, because with them God's wrath is
65, ? Trumpets (e’ u'? e [
completed. G=2 4~ 2 LA L 1) lartisl judgments
(Y3) sganst Rome - possibifs
Rev 15:2 of repentans aad selvation - Ged's

And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed @yne dried to
with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who ~ desiroy, byt hore

holiness 15 fempered with I\‘\ef(,u’ -
ale::7ne/ o lmn; abovt repentomece

aghinst Kom <

had been victorious over the beast and his image 3”::4'::‘ ans standin 7 bowls . f£onl fury of Gods wreth
and over the number of his name. They held J

harps given them by God

Rev 15:3

and sang the song of Moses the servant of God

and the song of the Lamb: "Great and marvelous ~ deliveranc
are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and

true are your ways, King of the ages.

Rev 154
Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory e siagyles hewor Ged desences
to your name? For you alone are holy. All ot +tha smperer, but God/

nation:vs will come and worship before you, for presorvation and gushice
your righteous acts have been revealed." (3

Rev 15:5 ‘
After this I looked and in heaven the temple, that Qome’s owerthow was

is, the tabernacle of the Testimony, was opened. Jidgmeat by God, Gnd nof
mere act or accident of

h.s’mJ

Rev 15:6
Out of the temple came the seven angels with the
seven plagues. They were dressed in clean,

shining linen and wore golden sashes around
their chests.

hO!mess o# Mission

Rev 15:7

Then one of the four living creatures gave to the
seven angels seven golden bowls filled with the
wrath of God, who lives for ever and ever.

Rev 15:8

And the temple was filled with smoke from the
glory of God and from his power, and no one
could enter the temple until the seven plagues of
the seven angels were completed.



STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 15

Revelation 15 concerns the announcement of judgment which is to come on Rome, and
that this judgment is of God. It is complete, everlasting and without mercy.

I. When the trumpets were blown in Revelation 8-11, God's mercy was mixed with His
wrath, and was given that man might repent (only affected a third part). Now the
line that separates God's mercy and His wrath has been crossed, and His wrath will not
be mixed with mercy. Cf Hebrews 12:29,32; Romans 1:24; 1 John 5:16;
2 Thessalonmians 2:11,12

II. VERSES 2-4. The rejoicing saints on the other side share the comfort Christians have
to whom John is writing in the light of the terribleness of God's wrath that is to be
poured out.

1 "Sea of Glass" - now mingled with fire. In Revelation 4.6, God could not be
approached by man because of the sea. In Revelation 15, those who have overcome
stand upon the sea. In Revelation 211, the sea is no more, and man is in intimate
fellowship with God.

2. "Harps of God" - symbolical of giving praise to God (Psalm 33:2; 92:1-5).

3. "Song of Moses" - typical of the deliverance of the Christian. In the song 4 things
are praised - Works; Ways, Name; Acts.

III. VERSES 5-8. The Judgments That Are At Hand.

1. "Temple of the Tabernacle" (Sanctuary). Judgment comes from the very place God
dwells. Before, the judgments had come from the altar (8:3-5).

2. "Seven Angels" - seven plagues - seven bowls" - The complete destruction that now
awaits the non-penitent ones.

3. The dress of the angels (verse 6) are similar to the priests of God.
4. Seven golden bowls - used in service unto God.

5. "None able to enter" - they enter to offer sacrifice, thus the priests could no longer
enter the Temple to make intercession for sinners.

CONCLUSION: Judgment is set, and even if Rome repented, their destruction was still
set. final judgment is on the way.



Symbels of DisAsTER
Stlﬁfzrmj and Divine wrath

Rev 16:1

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying

to the seven angels, "Go, pour out the seven

bowls of God's wrath on the earth."  The ovecthrow of & provd ad sinf/
€vpire - not ﬁmd‘/vdimgnt

Rev 16:2

The first angel went and poured out his bowl on
the land, and ugly and painful sores broke out on
the people who had the mark of the beast and
worshiped his image. [ Land olectroctio
Sea DesHhrvehion

The Frast fova [JM"”‘"/ tha

First Four Tzumﬁiﬁ'

Rev 16:3

The second angel poured out his bowl on the
sea, and it turned into blood like that of a dead
man, and every living thing in the sea died.

Fres h water Dcn"r"”“ ™
De!‘l'ruc/fdn

I

Heaven /y ’9"’,‘7

£, tnvergal o/cca,»]

Rev 16:4 (. ExTernal jpvagim
The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers 7. Tudgmeor on Reme

and springs of water, and they became blood.

Rev 16:5

Then I heard the angel in charge of the waters
say: "You are just in these judgments, you who
are and who were, the Holy One, because you
have so judged,

Rev 16:6

for they have shed the blood of your saints and The Reason e othe Live Ly the Gusoet

prophets, and you have given them blood to " .

drink as they deserve." hodl die by rhe suend
Galatrany 68,9

Rev 16:7

And I heard the altar respond: "Yes, Lord God Pm7m £ 51

Almighty, true and just are your judgments." g:3-5

Rev 16:8

The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun,
and the sun was given power to scorch people
with fire.

Rev 16:9

They were seared by the intense heat and they

cursed the name of God, who had control over Uebros 6 ¢
these plagues, but they refused to repent and

glorify him.



Rev 16:10
The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the

throne of the beast, and his kingdom was weakening and drminishon 1 of

plunged into darkness. Men gnawed their
tongues in agony

Rev 16:11
and cursed the God of heaven because of their

pains and their sores, but they refused to repent
of what they had done.

Rev 16:12

The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great
river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to
prepare the way for the kings from the East.

Rev 16:13

Then I saw three evil spirits that looked like
frogs, they came out of the mouth of the dragon,
out of the mouth of the beast and out of the
mouth of the false prophet. symbohe of evil

Rev 16:14
They are spirits of demons performing

miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings of

the whole world, to gather them for the battle on
the great day of God Almighty.

Rev 16:15

"Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who
stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so
that he may not go naked and be shamefully
exposed."

Rev 16:16
Then they gathered the kings together to the
place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.

Rev 16:17

The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the
air, and out of the temple came a loud voice
from the throne, saying, "It is done!"

world  in iy eace

Land of the tnemy ; evil

(Fﬂrﬂwaqr overran Kome)

no obstack 4o prevent - wersT Fear :ma‘)’mca{,’

net jomj down withet a .[;JA{/

"F(af"h- 10 fluencas of il (b vi®)
(z27h 277 ;& w'*)

prope g nda +v decive

A plnu where those whe rabelled dja"ﬂf"

God went dewn (n defeat

Resilts- Bv 19

“mr oor m(’frtll{a" ( Lit)
The seane of never +o &&r(;afhn battbs

J'udlil.f Sg

2 Kings G:17

Aga:nsf oVw»//w/mm odds
(a/;-lowf[' J-)(q” Wm

Enemy defeated

z 10,155 23,’28[1,17 Jostah died at
l"le';:da/o
Zech 1z2:m Recafled 57 Zecharialh



Rev 16:18

Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings,
peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No
earthquake like it has ever occurred since man
has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake.

Rev 16:19

The great city split into three parts, and the cities
of the nations collapsed. God remembered
Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled
with the wine of the fury of his wrath.

Rev 16:20
Every island fled away and the mountains could

not be found.

Rev 16:21

From the sky huge hailstones of about a hundred
pounds each fell upon men. And they cursed
God on account of the plague of hail, because
the plague was so terrible.

uTler.  CHaos!

CoTHS  —~ AD. Yo
VANDALS - p.p. uiT

oboficer - A.D. 474



STUDIES IN REVELATION
T1 6

Revelation 7 concerns the "Seven Bowls of Wrath." The judgment announced under the
6th seal (6:12-17), and further explained by the 7 trumpets (8:6-11:19) is now about to be
carried out. The trumpets warned men, and gave opportunity for repentance, but man did
not repent (9:20,21). In Revelation 15, things are announced showing no more warnings
are to be given, and Revelation 16 shows that judgment will be final.

VERSE 1 "A great voice out of the Temple" - Cf. 15:8. God's judgment -
the 7 vials will indicate the "what" and the "where" of His
judgment.

VERSE 2 The 1st Vial - "upon the earth" - Land Destruction. It affects only
those who have the mark of the beast.

VERSE 3 The 2nd Vial - "upon the sea" - Sea Destruction

VERSES 4-7 The 3rd Vial - "upon the rivers and fountains" - Fresh Water
Destruction.

V.5 - indicates the righteousness of God's judgment
V.6 - indicates the why of god's judgment (persecution)
V.7 - tells of the voice from the altar (6:9-11; 8:3-5)

VERSES 8,9 The 4th Vial - "upon the sun" - heavenly bodies destruction

VERSES 10,11 The 5th Vial - "upon the seat of the beast" - the throne which had
been given him by the dragon (13:2). The beast's power and
authority 1s affected. (Internal decay - note v. 11 - blasphemed
God).

VERSES 12-16 The 6th Vial - "upon the great river Euphrates" (land of the enemy -
Jeremiah 1:13) - external invasion - Cf. "river dried up" - hence,
no obstacle in the way. The way is clear for entering the land.

VERSE 13 - The 3 unclean spirits - sent to deceive and to gather
forces to do battle of that "great day of God Almighty." Represents
the influences of the dragon, 1st beast and 2nd beast. "The love

of the world, worldly power and self-deceit, 1.e., the devil, the
world, and the flesh." (Plummer).

VERSE 15 - vigilance necessary for the saints.



VERSE 16 - "Armageddon" - In the history of Israel it was the
place of never to be forgotten battles. (ISBE, Vol II, page 1340).
Cf Judges 5:19; 2 Kings 9:27, 23.28,29; Zechariah 12:11 - a place
where those who rebel against God go down in defeat. Previously
there were wars (the 1st six trumpets), but now it is THE WAR.

"It is the war for any ungodly nation who rears its ugly head against
God." (Baird) The battle is described in Revelation 19. “fhe name
is indicative of battle and slaughter, and intimates the complete
overthrow in store for the dragon and the kings of the earth.

VERSES 17-21 The 7th Vial - "into the air" - Satan is the prince of the powers of
the air (Ephesians 2:3). The dwelling place of evil. Note the
intense earthquake which indicates intense judgment.

"Divided into three parts" - somewhat uncertain, unless the idea is
one of complete destruction.
"Talent" - about 100 pounds.

CONCLUSION: "These visions are designed to set forth the promise of the ultimate

triumph of righteousness over all the evil forces which oppose it." (Summers).

NOTE:

TRUMPETS BOWLS

Earth, 8:7 Earth, 16:2

Sea, 8:8 Sea, 16:3

Waters, 8:10,11 Waters, 16:4-7

Sun, 8:12 Sun, 16:8,9

Smoke, 9:1-11 Throne of the Beast, 16:10,11

Great River, 9:13-21
The Issue, 11:15-18

Great River, 16:12-16
It is done, 16:17-21

(These are more intense)



Rev 17:1

One of the seven angels who had the seven
bowls came and said to me, "Come, I will show
you the punishment of the great prostitute, who
sits on many waters.

Rev 17:2

With her the kings of the earth committed
adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were
intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.”

Rev 17:3

Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into
a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a
scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous
names and had seven heads and ten horns.

Rev 17:4

The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet,
and was glittering with gold, precious stones and
pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled
with abominable things and the filth of her
adulteries.

Rev 17:5

This title was written on her forehead:
MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT THE
MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

Rev 17:6

I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood
of the saints, the blood of those who bore
testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was
greatly astonished.

Rev 17:7

Then the angel said to me: "Why are you
astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of
the woman and of the beast she rides, which has
the seven heads and ten horns.

Nete the stark contrast ot +he herloT
wirH  THE Pure Brde of Christ

Held Suiey over many reop‘zs' and
Was securt

desolated

wealth € 5(’("‘4”



Rev 17:8

The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not,

and will come up out of the Abyss and go to his

destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose Nero
names have not been written in the book of life

from the creation of the world will be astonished

when they see the beast, because he once was,

now is not, and yet will come.

Rev 17:9
"This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven
heads are seven hills on which the woman sits.

Rev 17:10

They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one moy regresent -Hali'l:, of
is, the other has not yet come; but when he does fowev porsen Fied n th
come, he must remain for a little while, Emporer

Rev 17:11

The beast who once was, and now is not, is an
eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going
to his destruction.

Rev 17:12

"The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have
not yet received a kingdom, but who for one
hour will receive authority as kings along with
the beast.

Rev 17:13
They have one purpose and will give their power
and authority to the beast.

Rev 17:14

They will make war against the Lamb, but the
Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of
lords and King of kings--and with him will be his
called, chosen and faithful followers. "

Rev 17:15

Then the angel said to me, "The waters you saw,
where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes,
nations and languages.



Rev 17:16

The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate
the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and
leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn
her with fire.

Rev 17:17

For God has put it into their hearts to
accompfish his purpose by agreeing to give the
beast their power to rule, until God's words are
fulfilted.

Rev 17:18
The woman you saw is the great city that rules
over the kings of the earth."



STUDIES IN REVELATION
T 17

Revelation 17 carries the theme of "The Great Harlot." Revelation 14 introduces us to
Babylon, and the indication that she had already fallen. Chapter 16 says again that
Babylon falls. Revelation 17 is going to tell us who, or what, Babylon is. The outline of
this chapter is: (1) Introduction, Verses 1-6; (2) Thep Mystery of the Beast, Verses 7-
17, (3) The Mystery of the Woman, Verse 18.

Verse 1

Verse 2

Verses 3-6

Verse 4

Verse 5

Verse 6

Verses 7-18

Verses 8,11

Verse 9

Verse 10

NOTES

Introduction - the key thought is the showing of judgment of the
Harlot

The judgment includes all who have had anything to do with her.
The kingdoms she conquers are partaking of the evil with her.

The description of the woman (not the same as Revelation 12). She
sits upon a red beast, full of names of blasphemy, seven heads and
ten horns.

Dressed in purple and red, adorned with precious stone and pearls,
and holds a golden cup containing abominations and the filth of her

fornication.

Wears the name "Mystery, Babylon, The Great, The Mother Of
Harlots, and Abominations of the Earth"

She is drunk with the blood of the saints and martyrs of Christ.

(Babylon - Ezekiel 27,28 - great industrial and commercial center.
Luxury, vice, glamour, worldliness. Cf 1 John 2:15-17).

(A harlot allures, tempts, seduces away from that which is right).

These verses contain the interpretation of the "mystery." (Of the
woman and the beast that carried her - verse 7).

The beast and description - "was and is not, and yet is." Shall
ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go to perdition.

"Seven Heads" - seven mountains where the woman is sitting.

"Seven Kings" - 5 fallen, one is, and one yet to come. When the
last one is, he will rule for a short time.



Verses 12-14,

16,17 "Ten Horns" - ten kings, not yet existing, receive authority as kings
for one hour, ruling with the beast. They have one purpose, and
worship allegiance to the beast. They make war with the Lamb and
His followers, but they shall hate the whore, make her desolate, and
will eat and burn her flesh (16). They fulfill the will of God.
(Suggestions include barbaric nations that Rome has conquered).

Verse 15 "Waters" - peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues.

Verse 18 "Woman" - the great city reigning over the kings of the earth. In
John's day, it could only mean one place.

CONCLUSION: By now we have been introduced to the 3 forces Satan uses in his
warfare. Beginning in chapter 18 we see their downfall. War is begun between the Beast
and his followers, and the Lamb and His followers. The Lamb shall overcome because of
the character of the Lamb (He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords), and because of the
character of His followers. They are "called, chosen and faithful."



Rev 18:1 Sins of _?m-}u’
After this I saw another angel coming down formeation~ (123
from heaven. He had great authority, and the owd of Pedi . CY-8)

earth was illuminated by his splendor.

Rev 18:2

With a mighty voice he shouted: "Fallen! Fallen
is Babylon the Great! She has become a home ®
for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit, a ¢2)
haunt for every unclean and detestable bird.

]W",MS flau of avil

Rev 18:3 inflvence on other nafions

F(?r all the nations have drun¥< the maddening carnally mmded

wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth werld]

committed adultery with her, and the merchants fe Fime fer God

of the earth grew rich from her excessive

luxuries."

Rev 18:4

Then I heard another voice from heaven say: Gov's peaple

"Come out of her, my people, so that you will | 20 s v ”®-1w
- - 2 . . . {1 Ky 2 c (

not share in her sins, so that you will not receive ey oF Al gy P IR i 2

any of her plagues; (" whet are some s o de et coms

ond “od»’ ? “)
Rev 18:5

for her sins are piled up to heaven, and God has
remembered her crimes.

Rev 18:6

Give back to her as she has given; pay her back
double for what she has done. Mix her a double
portion from her own cup.

Poaishment dovbled

Rev 18:7

Give her as much torture and grief as the glory
and luxury she gave herself In her heart she
boasts, 'I sit as queen; I am not a widow, and I
will never mourn.'

Rev 18:8 “very quickly; seddenly”
Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake
her: death, mourning and famine. She will be
consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God
who judges her. ‘



Rev 18:17

In one hour such great wealth has been brought
to ruin!' "Every sea captain, and all who travel
by ship, the sailors, and all who earn their living
from the sea, will stand far off.

Rev 18:18

When they see the smoke of her burning, they
will exclaim, 'Was there ever a city like this great
city?'

Rev 18:19

They will throw dust on their heads, and with
weeping and mourning cry out: ""Woe! Woe, O
great city, where all who had ships on the sea
became rich through her wealth! In one hour she
has been brought to ruin!

Rev 18.20

Rejoice over her, O heaven! Rejoice, saints and
apostles and prophets! God has judged her for
the way she treated you."

Rev 18:21

Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size
of a large millstone and threw it into the sea, and
said: "With such violence the great city of
Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found
again,

Rev 18:22

The music of harpists and musicians, flute
players and trumpeters, will never be heard in
you again. No workman of any trade will ever be
found in you again. The sound of a millstone will
never be heard in you again.

Rev 18:23

The light of a lamp will never shine in you again.
The voice of bridegroom and bride will never be
heard in you again. Your merchants were the
world's great men. By your magic spell all the
nations were led astray.

Rev 18:24

In her was found the blood of prophets and of
the saints, and of all who have been killed on the
earth."
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STUDIES IN REVELATION
LAT 8

This chapter contains "pronouncements of doom." We will see the fall of "Babylon" and
how great it really was. We will see how pride is humbled, power is smashed and friends
grieved. A brief outline is: (1) Babylon's Sin, Verses 1-8; (2) Babylon's Lament, Verses

9-24.

Verse 1

Verse 2

Verse 3

Verse 4

Verses 5-19

Verses 21-24

NOTES

The angel comes that has authority, and whose glory lights the
earth.

The destination and judgment of Babylon. In alluding to this
destruction, John uses the description of the prophets in depicting
destruction of Babylon of their time - Isaiah 13:20-22; 14:22,23,
Jeremiah 13:9-11; 51:37,42.

The reason for judgment. Because of spiritual fornication and

pride. this same call has sounded to God's people of all times -
Isaiah 48:20; Jeremiah 50:8; Zechariah 2:7; 2 Corinthians 6:16-18.

The call for separation.

The wailing dirge of the peoples for their Babylon. Comfort is seen
in that God has not overlooked the sins of Babylon - verse 5.

For the kings, there will be no more kingdoms (9,10)
For the merchants, there will be no more selling (11-17a)
For the mariners, there will be no more cargoes (17b-19)

The result of God's vengeance.

Babylon is violently and completely overthrown (21). The
cessation of life as they have known it.
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Salinbun, ghey and poure, i,
tlaimed by Reme . Theg never
Rev 19'1 belomged +o her — oMt Te Goo!
ev 19:
After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a
great multitude in heaven shouting: "Hallelujah! ~ #Aise ™ seeo "
(S}al:ifation and glory and power belong to our vS1,2  ReTolcE
O 3 M ”
fud’m&nr of +ha /””’*' tote
Rev 19:2
for true and just are his judgments. He has
condemned the great prostitute who corrupted
the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on ~ Résson

her the blood of his servants."

vz REJBICE

Rev 19:3
And again they shouted: "Hallelujah! The smoke Etarnal judsment

from her goes up for ever and ever."

Rev 19:4
The twenty-four elders and the four living iT 15 God Alone who v.u - Thew agprovel
creatures fell down and worshiped God, who 15 worshipped 1n Revelabin,

was seated on the throne. And they cried:

"Amen, Hallelujah!"

Rev 19:5

Then a voice came from the throne, saying: rewest 4o thi highest
"Praise our God, all you his servants, you who prasses

fear him, both small and great!"

Rev 19:6

Then I heard what sounded like a great vsb-4  REJBICE
multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and T M *:-T\‘Cum ny
like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! 4:;.— Cc{" .

For our Lord God Almighty reigns.

Rev 19:7
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his

bride has made herself ready. =~ Heosea Z:14
Ezexit 1617

The closest and most bwnj
of all dies - The church
Epditz-33

Rev 19:8
Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to y
wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts ~ tentrast Rviz¥ ;8

of the saints.) . Poce end werTHY



Rev 19:9

Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are

those who are invited to the wedding supper of
the Lamb!" And he added, "These are the true

words of God."

Rev 19:10

At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he

said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow servant object of Hrve wors hip
with you and with your brothers who hold to the

testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the

testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

Rev 19:11
I saw heaven standing open and there before me . rpey
was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful gv1¥37

and True. With justice he judges and makes war. . ,, .,
ISAIAN 11:Y, 5

Rev 19:12 gy;"’

His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are

many crowns. He has a name written on him that "Diavms . RulE; pepminient
no one knows but he himself.

Rev 19:13 1sAAn §3°3
He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his o7 bloed of rmor Tyrs,

name is the Word of God. 1,4, 1103 1 datyopow 7 H s/

Rev 19:14

The armies of heaven were following him, riding
on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white
and clean.

Rev 19:15
Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with RV 1:t6
which to strike down the nations. "He will rule

them with an iron scepter." He treads the PS2:l-9
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God grv i1¢:20
Almighty.

Rev 1916

On his robe and on his thigh he has this name
~written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF g, ,,.,y
LORDS.
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Rev 19:17 7
And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who  évery one chn see ano Hear
cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in

: M L ,
midair, t(;gmg, gather together for the great symbolical o L the destovchon of God} enemres
supper ot Lyod, Joel 3:6-13 1 Shmuvel 17:%
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Rev 19:18

so that you may eat the flesh of kings, generals,

and mighty men, of horses and their riders, and DESTRucTion was To BE ComPlete

the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and
great."

Rev 19:19

Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth
and their armies gathered together to make war
against the rider on the horse and his army.

Rev 19:20

But the beast was captured, and with him the
false prophet who had performed the miraculous
signs on his behalf. With these signs he had
deluded those who had received rk of the
beast and worshiped his image. The two of them
were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning
sulfur.
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Rev 19:21 .
The rest of them were killed with the sword that ,/:
came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse,{ <+ *'
and all the birds gorged themselves on their
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IN LATI
TION 19

The chapter of Victory! The main themes are: (1) Rejoicing of God's people, verses 1-
10; (2) Victory in battle (11-21). The saints rejoice for the reason of the triumph of truth
and righteousness. It is found in relief from oppression (2-4), and in the marriage feast (7-
9).

NOTES
Verses 1-10 Rejoicing saints - rejoicing 24 elders and 4 creatures - and rejoicing e
great multitudes. The reason for rejoicing is "He has avenged the > o
blood of His servants," and thus heard and answered their prayers. | or
It is an eternal judgment (verse 3). All from the saint to the u;«'“w 3" &;Wﬁ’\
heavenlies praise God. They rejoice because the marriage ~ "w* ¥ ¢ . X
ceremony is come (verses 6-9). Cf 2 Corinthians 11:2. \ N » wl« *‘B’})
Verses 11-18 The victorious Christ. Victory has been accomplished over the ‘"\Q& YA::‘ '
harlot, and now we will see victory over the other two forces of e v ) ﬂv
Satan. John gives us a description of the One conquering. Make Hr

notice of verses 11-16.

There is not much doubt who the Rider is - Jesus Christ, the One
who will conquer all the enemies of God's children.

Verses 17,18 "Standing in the sun" - everyone can see and hear. The invitation
to the supper is symbolical of the destruction of God's enemies. Cf.
Joel 3:9-13; 1 Samuel 17:46; Ezekiel 39:4,17-20, Matthew 24:28

Verses 19-21 The end of the two beasts. We have waited to see the war, and
now here it is - but in verse 20, it is all over. Both beasts have been

taken.

CONCLUSION: We have seen the downfall of those who had the mark - chapters 15,16.
We have seen the end of the harlot - chapter 18. We have seen the end of the beasts -
chapters 19,20. Only Satan is left - we will see him in Revelation 20:1-10.
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They marched across the breadth of the earth
and surrounded the camp of God's people, the T chureh of 4ud
city he loves. But fire came down from heaven
and devoured them.

Rev 20:10

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown
into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast
and the false prophet had been thrown. They will
be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
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was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his
presence, and there was no place for them.

Rev 20:12

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing
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Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake
of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. €¢TECnAL  SEPARATION

Rev 20:15
If anyone's name was not found written in the
book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
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REVELATION 20:1-10

Revelation is a book of symbols. It was "signified" (Revelation 1:1). There are at least
13¢figurative nouns in the first 10 verses, an important observation in understanding the

millennium.

Revelation is a book of a vision. "And I saw" tell us that what will be depicted here is
drama unfolded before John's eyes. The visions dre not to be taken as real events but as
dramatic representations of real events. (No one takes the rising of a 7-headed, 10-horned
beast out of the sea (13:1) as literal history - Also, to think that an angel actually came, or
ever will come, out of heaven to literally do what John saw in the opening scene.

The overthrow of Satan, and not the reign of a 1000 years is the main theme of the first 10
verses of Revelation 20,

This chapter needs to be approached with great humility of spirit, recognition of its
difficulties, avoidance of dogmatic statements.

This chapter has been the bitter debating ground for many centuries.
Doctrines of premillennialists, postmillennalists and amillennanialists.

A whole system of eschatology, theology and philosophy of history have been constructed
from these verses.

We need to ask the question, "What was the probable meaning to John and Chnstlans of
his day?"

We need to ask the question, "What did John and the Christians see in the scene which had
to do with the saints reigning with Christ a 1000 years?" (Just as Satan was completely
bound, the martyrs were completely victorious).



John apparently knew nothing about a "millennium."

Premillennialist - Christ will come - 1000 years of peace

Postmillennialist - gospel will u?er in a 1000 year peace at the end of which Christ will
come wewi

Amillennialist - no such thing as a millennium taught.

"The millennial kingdom of Chapter 20 must be a reality which follows the judgments
accompanying the return of Christ.

"Perhaps one can say the entire process is one of judgment in which the reigning Christ
will dispose of His foes, train His people, give opportunity to surviving peoples to live
under His own perfect government, and finally, after His administrative task is completed,
will transfer the perfected kingdom to the new heaven and the new earth." (Tenney)

The sequence of events--

"Satan is seized, bound, thrown down, and sealed for a 1000 year period. For the same
period, the martyred and faithful live and reign with Christ (1st resurrection). Satan is
released and has a final assault. He is overthrown and destroyed. The rest of the dead rise
and are judged. Thrown into the lake of fire, which is the second death."

"Christ's return will deprive Satan of his power, raise the Christian dead, and set up His
kingdom on earth. After 1000 years Satan reimmerges, attempts to destroy the saints,
fails and is destroyed. Then comes the resurrection of the rest of the dead, the judgment
of the GWT, final destruction of the wicked, and the making of a new heaven and a new
earth." (Premillennialism)

"The rapture (resurrection of believers when Christ comes to call his people out of the
earth before the great tribulation. Seven years later (2nd stage of the program of the
Lord's second coming) a resurrection for those who have become believers and died
during the period between the rapture and revelation.

L

People are converted and die during the millennium which is set up at the "revelation.
There is a resurrection of this group at the close of the earthly millennium when the
heavenly order is set up.

The wicked dead are raised at a separate judgment. There are at least 4 resurrections.
( Premitlennialism)



There is nothing about a 1000 years reign on earth in the Bible.

Christ reigns, but the reign of Revelation 20 was not the reign of Christ. It was a peculiar
and special reign of certain souls with Christ. It does not mention, or refer to the reign of

Christ

Note the pronouns "they" and past tense of "lived" and "reigned."
Revelation 20 does not mention:

The Second coming of Christ
A bodily resurrection
A reign on earth
The reign OF Christ on earth
The throne of David
Jerusalem or Palestine
~ Christ on earth
Does not mention "us"
Does not mention the rebuilding of the temple
Does not mention national conversion of Israel
Does not mention a new dispensation
Does not mention a 1000 years between resurrections
Does not mention a new dispensation in which men can hear the gospel

Revelation 20 does not mention that which is essential to premillennial doctrine.

The thousand years is a figure of speech - a symbol of something else - Deuteronomy 7.9 -
A figure of completeness



CONCLUSIONS FORCED BY THE DOCTRINE OF MILLENNIALISM

Denies that -the "throne of David" has been re—~established
with Christ sitting upon it. (But Christ now sits 6h
David’s throne -~ Acts 2:30,31; Revelation 3:21. Cf. Luke
1:32; Acts 2:30-33).

Denies that Christ is now ruling as King. (Acts 2:36; 1
Peter 3:22; 1 Corinthians 15:23-25). gv(?

Some proponents say the kingdom of Christ on David’s
throne will be only to the Jews.

But this would teach that no Gentile will ever be
permitted to be a citizen of the kingdom of Christ. (Cf.
Romans 1:16,17; Galatians 3:26-29; Jude 3; Ephesians
2:11-22; Acts 10:34-37; 15:6-11; Romans 11:26,27;
Galatians 1:6-10).

The doctrine teaches Christ came to fulfill 0l1d Testament
prophecies, but the Jews defeated his original purpose.

The doctrine teaches Christ is coming to earth a second
time at which time the hopes of Israel will be fulfilled
in His earthly reign. (Cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

The doctrine teaches Christ’s kingdom is an earthly
kingdom with its capital in earthly Jerusalem, and Christ
as an earthly king.

The doctrine teaches the "kihgdom was deferred, or .
postponed”" until the second coming of Christ.

The doctrine makes no provision in god’s original plans
for the sacrificial death of Christ for man’s salvation.
It eliminates the cross of Christ.

(1) If the original purpose of Christ was to establish
an earthly kingdom, then the church was not in the
eternal purpose.

(2) Christ’s being the foundation of the church was not
in the original purpose.

(3) Christ being the head of the church was not in the
original plans.

(4) Christ being the Savior of the body was not in the
original plan.
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(5) The Lord’s Supper not in the original plan since
death of Christ would not have occurred if the Jews
had accepted Christ.

(6) Christ purchased the church by his death; reconciled
Jew and Gentile in this body; and accomplished this
by the cross.

A. If the church was not in the original, purpose, :
then neither was the cross which made all these
things possible. ' :

B. To reject the church, the Lord’s Supper, and‘tge
Cross as being God’s intended purpose, isAalSQ“
to reject the blood of Christ. SR

10. The doctrine makes God powerless against the wicked
choice of man.

11. It makes salvation of the world by the §ospel of Christ
an accidental thing which turned out to be far superior
to God’s original plan. : '

12. It makes no provision in His original plan for-the:
church since the church is "a new and unexpected, aspect
the kingdom should assume during this rejection of
Christ as king." (Cf. Point 9 (6)).

13. It makes the prophets of the 0ld Testament to be false
in their foretelling of the establishment of the
kingdom. (Cf. Matthew 16:18,19; Mark 9:1; Luke 24:49;
Acts 1:8; 2:4; Colossians 1:13,14; Revelation 1:9;
Hebrews 12:28).

14. It makes the apostles liars and dupes when they speak of
the kingdom and the reign of Christ. (Cf. Ephesians
3:9-11).

15. There would be no resurrection; therefore no hope.
There would be no gospel; there would be no New
Testament; There would be no Great Commission: no
Mediator; no High Priest in heaven.

CONCLUSION:

The kingdom is now present. The rule of Christ on David’s

throne is a reality. There will only be one coming,

resurrection and there is no scripture that says Christ will ¢
come back to the earth. There will be no earth to reign on; (zf13 )
there will be no unrighteous to reign over. (J»s?%%)
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QUESTIONS OVER REVELATION 20
. When did the kingdom of Christ begin?
Daniel 7:13,14; Acts 1:9; Mark 9:1; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4; 11:15,16
. Who were in the kingdom?
Revelation 1.9; Hebrews 12:28
. Who were to reign with him?
Matthew 19:27,28; Luke 22:29,30
. When will Jesus' reign end?
1 Corinthians 15:22-26
. When was Satan bound and who bound him?
Matthew 12:22-29; Mark 3:22-30
. Dischss the GWT and events. When was this to be?
Revelation 20:11; Matthew 25:31-46
. What is the 2nd death?
Revelation 2:11; 20:6,14; 21:8
. What is the Book of Life?

Revlation 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12; 21:27; 22:19
Philippians 4:3; Exodus 32:32,33; Psalm 69:28; Daniel 12:1, Malachi 3:16



A LOOK AT REVELATION 20:1-1C

1. This passage does not teach the following which are all included in the doctrine of
millennialism:;

(1) It does not teach the second coming of Christ. The Bible clearly teaches that
Christ will come again, but this passage does not.

(2) It does not teach a bodily resurrection. The Bible clearly teaches the resurrection
of the body, but this passage does not.

(3) A period of "utopia" in which there is no wickedness or sin.

(4) An earthly kingdom, nor an earthly reign.
2. Some questions and difficulties of the millennialist theory:

(1) Is all of Revelation 20 literal? What portion is literal and what portion is
figurative?

(2) How is Satan bound?
(3) Who lived and reigned with Christ?

A. Ifthis is a bodily resurrection, what kind of bodies?

B. If'this is a literal reigning, then literal living.

C. If at end of 1,000 years we would cease to reign with Christ, would we not
cease to live with Him?

(4) Over whom shall the righteous reign?

A. If all the wicked have been destroyed, only righteous remain.
B. Will the righteous reign over themselves?

(5) Based on John 5:28,29 all the dead (righteous and wicked) will be raised at His
coming.

A. Then who are the rest of the dead to be raised at the end of 1,000 years if
Christ comes before the millennium?

B. If Christ comes after the millennium, then no righteous will be raised before
the 1,000 years.

C. If'the FIRST and SECOND resurrections are literal bodily resurrections and
come at the beginning (righteous) and ending (wicked) of the 1,000 years
then there will be THREE resurrections unless there should be none at
the judgment. Cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10; Revelation 20:13.



(6) Who are the nations to be deceived by Satan when loosed for a "little season?"

A. If only the righteous have been raised, are they to be deceived? If so,
then Satan will have an opportunity to corrupt the righteous after their

resurrection!
B. If the wicked must be raised before the "little while", are they not already

deceived?

C. If there is a bodily resurrection of both righteous and wicked before the
"little season" this places all men from the beginning living upon the earth
at one time! Any idea how many billions this would be? Present world
population is 5+ billion.

3. Some conclusions:

(1) You cannot say that John mentions the second coming of Christ in Revelation
20:1-10 without adding to the words of this book.

(2) You cannot say that Revelation 20 teaches that Christ will reign on the throne of
David upon the earth without adding to the word.

(3) You cannot say that the saints will be resurrected in body to reign with Christ a
thousand years without adding to His word.

(4) You cannot say that the number in Revelation 20 who reigns with Christ refers to
us or to all the righteous without adding to the word.

(5) You cannot say that Revelation 20 teaches an earthly reign of Christ at any time
without adding to the word.



Sanchr Loy

. The Characters - An angel C(ast Jasus)
Fran's arp/iencm" e dlaimll"lu- old ‘r“fw*’ whieh 15 the Devil and Jatan

. The Nature of the binding - chéia binds Saka; abyss 15 the realm of combinement ; Koy & fla aulheriy b pot kn

there; oatler (5:0-10) 3 belehed forth smoks 4ud shaging bocugt wtth sterpron bla praee ) King of thiee coenbhrs
was RP-NI/M (fe:-ln\,er) o 6F RNV came Krom tha abyss bt vaS headad For fovditre (17:8)
abyss (Ro1019) = hadean realn of de disd; LK 8231 & the abede of demms (4 place of dread Jov tham) [ "deap” (KI0)

. The Extent of the binding -
. The Purpose of the binding -
. The Time of the binding -

. The Duration of the binding -

THE MILLENNIUM
REVELATION 20:4-6
. The Thousand Year Reign -

. Who lives and reigns? -

. In what condition do they reign? -
. Where do they reign? -

. When do they reign? -

. What does "they lived" mean?

. What is the "First Resurrection?" -

. What is the spiritual status of these souls? -



THE LOOSING AND FINAL END OF SATAN
REVELATION 20:7-11

. The duration of the loosing -

. Satan's activities when loosed -

. The meaning of Gog and Magog -

. The nature of the attack -

. The result of the attack -

. Satan's eternal destiny -



An Exegesis of Revelation 20:1-10

—--The Millens

pium (1)

Gary Workman

Revelation is a book of symbols. It was “signified”
(Rev. 1:1) or made known in signs. Therefore, in the
interpretation of this book some normal hermeneutical
rules are reversed. We should take a term as figurative
unless there is a reason not to. This is especially true in
Revelation 20 where there are at least 13 figurative
nouns in the first 10 verses, an important observation In
understanding the millennium,

Also, the book of Revelation Is a vision. The opening
words of this chapter ("And I saw”) tell us that what will be
depicted here is drama unfolded before John's eyes. The
visions are not to be taken as real events but as dramatic
representations of real events. No one takes the rising of
a seven-headed, ten-horned beast out of the sea (13:1) as
literal history. Likewise, it would be a mistake to think
that an angel actually came, or ever will come, out of
heaven to literally do what John saw In the opening
scene.

It Is also important to notice that Revelation 20 can-
not follow chapter 19 chronologically. Revelation Is not
chronological but ideological and brings us to the end of
the world several times as the book unfolds. Every pre-
millennialist understands that verses 4-6 of chapter 20
go back to cover the same time period as verses 1-3. It
should not seem unlikely, therefore, that verses 1-3
themselves are simply a fresh treatment of ground
already covered. Notice that the innumerable people of
the nations of the earth are gathered together for war in
20:8,9. But the kings and armles of the eafth were
already gathered for war in 19:19 and, together with “all
men” of the ungodly world (v. 18), were completely de-
stroyed in verses 20 and 21. Therefore, it is an absolute
necessity to see chapter 20:1-10 as a recapulation, with
some added details, of time periods already discussed in
Revelation. Just as chapter 12 abruptly reverts back to
the birth of Christ after having gone to the end of time In
chapter 11, without specifically informing the reader of
the break in chronology, so chapter 20 goes back to pick
up the story of Satan’s curtailment and final doom after
the world is vanquished in chapter 19. Verses 1-6 of
chapter 20 cover most of the Christian era and verses
7-10 cover the final conflict just before the close of his-
tory, which ends with the second coming of Christ.

Revelation 20:1-6 is supposed to be the bulwark of
the theory of premillennialism. In fact, it is admitted by
some premillennialists that “this is the only passage In
the entire Bible which teaches a temporal millennial
kingdom. ...”? But In reality such a millennial kingdom
cannot be found even here, for this passage does not
contain any of the cardinal tenents of that theory. There
is no mention of a rapture, the second coming of Christ,
a reign of Christ on earth, a bodily resurrection of the
saints, the conversion of Israel, a throne in Jerusalem, or
g

a thousand years of earthly peacel Nor can such a mil-
lennlum be found anywhere else in scripture.

The Bible speaks of only one literal, future coming of
Christ—and it is at the end of the world. Premillennialism
has two (the “rapture” and the “revelation™) and it is stili
not the end. The coming of Christ is symbolically but
graphically portrayed in chapter 19 of this book. But
there Jesus does not come to convert non-Christians to
1,000 years of peaceful living. He comes to render
vengeance—to “judge and make war” (v. 11; cf. 2 Ths.
1:7-9). What chapter 20 proposes to tell us is that not just
human belngs but evert Satan himself Is under Qod'’s
control and will eventually be disposed of forever. John
has aiready finished with the “beast” and the ‘false
prophet.” It only remains to assure the readers of our
arch-enemy’s inability to destroy either the church or the
departed souls of falthful Christians and then to relate
his ultimate fate.

The Binding of Satan (20:1-3)

The Characters:

As the vision of chapter 20 unfolded, John saw an
angel. Since Jesus has “the keys of death and of Hades”
(1:18), and since this angel has “the key of the abyss,”
some think that the angel here must be Jesus. However,
the text does not say so and Jesus is nowhere described
in this book as an “angel.” Instead, it would appear that
the vision is telling us that Qod’s power is great enough
to deal with Satan by just sending some unnamed angel.
As Michael was able to overcome Satan in battle (12:7, 8),
so this angel can handle him too, for he has the power of
God behind him. John also saw in the vision man’s arch-
enemy himself and described him as “the dragon, the
old serpent, which is the Devil and Satan” (v. 2)—a repeti-
tion of the even fuller description of him given earlier
(12:9).

The Nature of the Binding:

Since Satan is a spirit being, we should not under-
stand John to mean that he is actually a dragon or a
serpent. Likewise, the key, the chain and the abyss must
be understood in a non-literal sense. These metaphori-
cal terms stand for ot symbolize something. The “chain”
would be the thing that could actually bind Satan (the
divine decree?), the “abyss” or “bottomless pit” is the
realm of confinement, and the “key” is the authority or
power to put him there (cf. 1:18; 9:1).

In one verse of the New Testament, “the abyss” refers
to the Hadean realm of the dead (Rom. 10:7). In the only
other occurrénce of the term ottslde the book of Revela-
tlon, “the abyss” stands for the abode of demons—a
place of dread for them (Luke 8:31). (In both of these

passages the KJV translates the term as “the deep.")t
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#¥hen “the pit of the abyss” was unlocked earlier in Reve-
lation, it belched forth smoke and stinging locusts with
scorplon-like. power (9:1-10). The king of those creatures
was "the angel of the abyss” whose name in Hebrew
(Abaddon) and in Greek (Apollyon) means “Destroyer”
(9:11), doubtless a reference to Satan. The sea-beast of
chapter 13 s also called “the beast that cometh up out of
the abyss” (11:7). He came from the “abyss” but was
headed for "perdition” (17:8). Thus, the abyss Is always
pictured in Revelation as a place of evil but not the place
of final punishment (20:10). Just as sinning angels are
confined to “chalns (or pits) of darkness” (2 Pet. 2:4) and
are in “bonds” (Jude 6) awaiting judgment, so the devil
too is chained. His confinement Is experienced as a “pris-
on” (Rev. 20:7) from which he longs to be released.

The Extent of the Binding:

Premillennial interpreters like Robert Shank often
assert that Satan cannot be bound at the present time
since Revelation 20 pictures his binding as absolute,
whereby he is rendered “totally inoperative.”? But this is
not what the text says. In that case John would have said
that he was bound with 1,000 chains or shut in with
1,000 seals. Furthermore, such a complete binding of
Satan during the supposed earthly millennium should
indicate a period of sinlessness for the millennial sub-
Jects. However, Shank Is unable to harmonize this “total”
binding theory with his acknowledgement of the pres-
ence of “impenitent sinners” still in “rebellion” against
Qod during that millennium, especially in view of his
admission that “such will not be present” during the
eternal age.> That theory is wrong. For Satan to be
"bound” simply means that he will be restricted in some
way and to some degree, but it does not necessarily indl-
cate that he will be rendered completely Inactive as far as
man s concerned. Let us notice how the word “"bound”
(deo) Is used elsewhere in the New Testament:

1. Acoltwas "tied” (Mark 11:2-4, same Qreek word), but

he would have still been able to kick and the range of
hls activity depended on how long his rope was.

2. Lazarus was "bound” hand and foot with grave
clothes, but he was still able to "come forth” at the
call of Jesus {John 11:43, 44).

3. John the baptizer was "bound"” In prison (Mark 6:17),
but he could still call and send his disciples (Luke
7:18-22).

4. Jesus was “bound” before Pontus Pilate (Mark 15:1),
but he was still able to preach the truth and witness
the good confession (1 Tim. 6:13).

3. Paul was "in bonds” while In prison (Col. 4:3), but he
was stiil active In proclaiming the gospel (Acts 28:31)
and converting souls (Phm. 10).

6. Agabus was “bound” hand and foot, but he was stil]
able to prophesy (Acts 21:11).

7. Satan had "bound” a woman with an Inflrmity, but
she was still able to go to the synagogue and respond
when Jesus called her (Luke 13:10-16).

8. Awoman s "bound” to her husband (Rom. 7:2; 1 Cor.
7:39), and man to his wife (v. 27), not meaning that
they are disabled but only that they are not free to
marry others.

From these usages of the word "bound” it is obvious
that no one can rightly claim that Revelation 20 indicates

THERESTORER, JANUARY 1986

a complete binding of Satan unless John specifically says
so, and he does not. Jesus sald just before the cross that
“now” Satan will be cast out (John 12:31), yet a number
of years later Peter sald that Satan still "walketh about”
(1 Pet. 5:8). The seeming paradox is solved by not trying
to understand the casting out In an absolute sense. The
same Is true in regard to John's account of the binding of

Satan.

The Purpose of the Binding:

As we have just noticed, being "bound” means only
that one is restricted in some way. The four angels who
were “bound” at the river Euphrates (Rev. 9:14) were re-
stricted from going ahead to "kill the third part of men”
(v. 15). But in chapter 20, what Is Satan restricted from
doing? The answer Is “that he should decelve the nations
no more” (v. 3). The passage says nothing regarding
Satan’s influence over Indlvlduals. He still remains the
subtle "serpent” (2 Cor. 11:3), the “angel of light” (v. 14),
and the “roaring lion” 'who “walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). However, he s res-
tricted from controlling natlonsin this regard: he cannot,
while bound, instigate a worldwide or international per-
secution against the church, We know that this is what
the binding means, for this is what Satan does as soon as
he Is "loosed” (w. 3, 7). He will then “decelve the nations
which are in the four corners of the earth” into laying
seige to "the camp of the saints” (w. 8,9). Whereas Satan
was once permitted a worldwide attack against Chris-
tians, he was later “bound” from doing so—until shortly
before the end of time when he will once again be
allowed to wreak his havoc upon the church.

The Time of the Binding:

Outslide of our present passage, the only other speci-
fic reference to a binding of Satan is in Matthew 12:29
and Mark 3:27. Jesus had just healed a man of demon-
possession. The context of Jesus’ explanation indicates
that Jesus had bound “the strong man” (Satan) In order
to enter his “"house” (the demoniac) and “spoll his
goods” (cast out demons). Thus, Jesus curtailed some of
Satan’s activity. But Jesus was not yet finished dealing
with Satan, nor Is he even now. Later, when the seventy
returned from their commission saying, “Lord, even the
demons are subject to us in thy name,” Jesus replied: "I
beheld Satan fallen as lightning from heaven” (Luke
10:7-18). This indicates a further reduction of Satan’'s
power. Then just before his death Jesus sald, "Now Is the
Judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world
be cast out” (John 12:31). Our Lord died to “bring to
nought. . .the devil” (Heb. 2:14). On the cross he "de-
spolled the principalities and powers” (Col. 2:15). So, fol-
lowing Jesus’ ascenslon back to glory, Satan was “cast
down” and overcome “because of the blood of the Lamb"
(Rev. 12:9-11).

Jesus came Into the world to “destroy the works of
the devil” (1 John 3:8), but it did not all happen instan-
taneously. In different ways and in varlous stages Satan
was bound by the birth, life, teaching, works, death,
resurrection, ascension and reign of Christ It was a
gradual thing. And it will only be at the end of ime that
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Jesus will finally and completely bruise the serpent's
head (Gen. 3:15). Before the cross Jesus began to restrict
Satan in his possession of bodies, and after the cross in
his possession of souls. But the binding of Revelation 20
has to do with the possession of nations. John does not
specify the exact time for this binding but it was evidently
accomplished later, for Satan was still marshalling the
emplre against Christianity at the time John wrote, him-
self being In exlile on the isle of Patmos (1:9).

Let us notice a sequence of events: (1) Satan was
“cast into the earth” as the result of the cross (Rev. 12:9),
then (2) he was "cast. . .into the abyss” (20:3), and finally
(3) he will be “cast into the lake of fire and brimstone”
(20:10). The devil had only “a short time” following the
first event (evidently before the second event—the curtail-
ment—would take place), during which he “persecuted
the woman” (12:13). But the church finally emerged
about three centuries later from international persecu-
tion as the result of Satan’s binding and banishment to
the abyss. He could not destroy the church as a whole
(Matt. 16:18), so he "went away to make war with the rest
of her seed”—individual Christians (Rev. 12:17).

The Duration of the Binding:

John sald that Satan was bound “for a thousand
years” (Rev. 20:2). Just as we do not look for a literal
dragon or serpent, nor a literal key or chain, nor under-
stand that a literal abyss was literally shut and sealed,
neither can we look for a literal thousand years. Revela-
tion is full of symbolic terms—including symbolic num-
bers. The number ten denotes completeness, such as
“ten days” of tribulation (Rev. 2:10), while the multiple
1,000 (10 times 10 times 10) simply intensifies the idea
or indicates the vastness of it. How inconsistent of pre-
millennialists to symbolically interpret most of the
numbers in the book and yet all of a sudden get very
literal when it comes to this one. Some few of them will,
to their credit, not press the exactness of the number.
However, they are still in error as to the nature of the
millennjum.

The number “thousand” indicates completeness, but
the question still remains as to what will be complete. A
popular error, with Augustine as Its source, is that John
does not refer to a time period at all but to the nature of
the binding. It Is said that Satan is bound “in relation to
the godly,” so that “for them, Satan has been completely
bound,” but that he Is loosed in regard to the ungodiy.*
As one writer put it, "Satan Is bound and he is loosed for
a thousand years.”s This view is manifestly false. John did
not say that Satan was bound “that he should deceive the
church no more,” but rather “that he should decelve the
natlions no more” (v. 3). If the “nations” in verse 3 are
Christians, who are they in verse 8? They are not the
saints but rather the enemiles of the salnts, When Satan is
loosed, he does not go forth to decelve the church but to
deceive the nations and unleash them against the
church (w. 8,9). If this simultaneous binding and loosing
theory were true, Gog and Magog would have to be
Christiansl .

Moreover, the text clearly states that Satan is not
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bound and loosed at the same time. He Is bound for a
symbolic 1,000 years, “after” which he will be loosed
(v. 3). It Is only when the 1,000 years are ‘“finished” that
Satan will be loosed (v. 7). The nhumber “thousand” is a
symbolic term, but “years” is not symbolic, for what couid
it signify? It Is a ime period of some deflnite duration.
The number “thousand”attached to it indicates that it is
a long time and signifies “all” the years of that period,
Just as Psalm 50:10 refers to all the hills of the earth and
Deuteronomy 7:9 means all the generations of the
chosen nation. The actual yéars of Satan's binding is a
number known only in heaven (Matt. 24:36). It Is not for
us “to know times or seasons which the Father hath set
within his own authority” (Acts 1:7). But from this vantage
point in history, we can see that the “thousand years” is
longer than a literal number would indicate. '

Those who hold that Satan is bound and loosed at the
same time have an Impossible Interpretation in which
words have no meaning. John made it clear that Satan
will not be loosed for anybody “until the thousand years
should be finished” (v. 3). It is a time duration, “after”
which there is another duration called “a little time”
(v. 3). How could anyone think that these two periods run
concurrently? The terms John uses: until.. .years. . .fin-
Ished. .. after...time (v. 3), when. . .years.. .finished. . .
shall be (v. 7) make it overwhelmingly clear that the last
phrase of verse 2 does not mean “bound completely” but
"bound for a complete period of time.” Then, toward the
end of earth’s history, Satan will be loosed for that “little
time” before his final punishment. This latter perlod is
described in verses 7-10. Evidently, Qod sees It as a
“must” (v. 3)—a necessary event to bring on the end of
the world.

In the next installment we will look at the thousand-
year reign and the loosing of Satan.
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An Exegesis of Revelation 20:1-10
—The Millennium (2)

Gary Workman

In our first instaliment (January 1986) we presented
some introductory material to Revelation 20 and gave an
exegesis of the first three verses. We will now take a close

look at the next seven.

The Thousand-Year Reign
(20:4-6)

It must be admitted that no attempt to understand
verses 4-6 is without its difficulties. This is due to the
short, concise way in which the description of the millen-
nium is given and the fact that no millennium is men-
tioned elsewhere. The various interpretations that men
have arrived at may be summarized under five major
views: (1) a future reign of Christ on earth with his saints
for a literal thousand years, (2) a golden age of peace,
prosperity and conversions prior to the Lord's return,
(3) a spiritual reign of individual Christians In this life
during the entire gospel age, (4) a resurrection of the
cause of Christianity by coming out of Roman persecu-
tion, and (5) a present reign of the souls of deceased
Christians with Christ in heaven.

The first view mentioned above Is the only one of the
five which Is dangerous to believe because it alone dis-
parages some of the purposes of God in the cross of
Christ and the establishment of the church. Surely if
verses 4-6 were not in the Bible, no Christian would ever

have thought of an earthly, millennial reign of Christ. Yet, -

the inclusion of these verses fails to support it. Not only
that, but a careful examination of the text will also fail
to support a number of other views as well. To under-
stand the passage rightly, let us ask and answer a few
questions.

Who Lives and Reigns?

As the scene unfolds John sees occupied thrones but
he does not specifically say who it was that "sat upon
them” {v. 4). It is probably not just God and Jesus, for
their throne is expressed in the singular (22:3). Some
have thought them to be the apostles, who were prom-
ised thrones by Jesus (Matt. 19:28). Another suggestion
is the heavenly elders, who also were said to sit on
thrones (Rev. 4:4; 11:16). But most likely it is the “souls”
that are identified in the rest of verse 4, possibly along
with others mentioned above. This would more closely
correspond to the similar setting of Daniel 7:9-27. In any
case, It Is these “souls” who are said to "live and reign”
and to whom we must turn our attention.

Some see in John’s description just one group of
people—Christian martyrs. The KJV supports this view.
Taking libertles in the translation, this Is also the way the
NIV represents it. But the natural reading of the verse
indicates two groups of Christians: (1) martyrs—"them
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that had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus” and
(2) others—"such as worshipped not the beast” (v. 4).
The second group is Indicated by the use of "and” plus
the indefinite relative pronoun “whoever” (hoitines),
represented in the ASV by "and such as.” The pronoun
hearkens back to the word “souls.” John saw “the souls
of them that had been beheaded (executed). . .and such
(souls}) as worshipped not the beast...” The passage
describes thelr reign with Christ. It is not Christ's reign
that is emphasized or defined by the “thousand years.”

In What Condition Do They Reign?

The passage speaks not of Christians living on earth
but of those who have died and live beyond the grave.
This is why verse 5 refers to “the rest of the dead” (the
ungodly). While the word "souls” can sometimes refer to
whole persons In the flesh (Acts 2:41; 1 Pet. 3:20), here it
is souls as distinct from bodles that are In view. John did
not just say "l saw souls” or "l saw them” but rather "I
saw the souls of them.” The use of the genitive is deci-
slve, for such wording is not used of any but disembodied
souls, He saw the souls of those who had died—those
who were executed and who otherwise finished their
course, It is the identical construction as that found in
6:9, "the souls of them that had been slain.” These were
slaln by the wicked and their death cried out for ven-
geance (w. 10,11). All agree that the souls of chapter 6
were still disembodied. But such Is also true of those
in chapter 20. Their bodies were- destroyed, but their
souls lived on as Jesus both explained (Matt. 10:28) and
experienced (Acts 2:27).

In the future these souls will return with Jesus (1 Ths.
4:14) and will be reunited with their resurrected bodles
(1 Cor. 15:21-23, 52) at the last day (John 6:40), at which
time they will go to thelr respective destinies (John
5:28,29). But the vision John sees here (Rev. 20:4-6) is
prior to that day (w. 11-15).

Where Do They Reign?

These souls reign "with Christ” (v. 4). Since Jesus was
“received up into heaven” (Mark 16:19) where he now sits
at the right hand of God (Acts 2:33; Heb. 1:3; 1 Pet. 3:22),
and where he will remain untll the end of all enemies
including death (Acts 2:34, 35; 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:24-26), that
is where these souls dré also—yet in an intermediate
state. “Throne” I8 used forty-seven times in Revelation
and, except for that of Satan and the beast, it is always in
heaven. A faithful Christian who dles will “depart and be
with Christ” (Phil. 1:23) so that he Is “absent from the
body” and “at home with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). This
home is called “paradise” (Luke 23:43) and is located In
heaven (2 Cor. 12:1-4).
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When Do They Reign?

The souls John sees are reigning during the same
“thousand years” that Satan is bound (w. 1-3), for it is at
the end of the thousand-year reign (v. 6)—when “the”
thousand years of that reign are finished—that Satan
shall be loosed (v. 7). Therefore, the reign takes place
while the world still exists and prior to judgment day. The
future tense of “shall reign” (v. 6) is without temporal
significance because John also said ‘reigned” (past
tense) in verse 4. Not every soul that John saw relgns
during the totality of the thousand years, for an Indivi-
dual’s own personal reign may begin either early or late
in the Christian era (cf. Matt. 19:30—20:18). "They” Is
used in a collective sense just as in the case of the Israel-
ites in their forty-year wilderness wanderings {Josh. 5:4-6;
Heb. 3:9,17). It is both illogical and unbiblical to inter-
pret the thousand-year binding and the thousand-year
reign as anything other than the same period of time.

What Does “They Lived” Mean?

Toward the end of verse 4 John said concerning these
souls that "they lived” (ezesan). This verb is the aorist
(past) tense of zao, to live. The word occurs some 242
times in the New Testament and is used of physical life in
this world, spiritual life in this world, the life of the soul
beyond the grave, and bodily resurrection. The question
is. what does it mean in Revelation 20:4? Some think that
the word "live” cannot be used in the same context (w.
4, 5) with two different meanings unless there is an indi-
cation of a distinction as in John 5:25-29. But there are
passages elsewhere in which two meanings of "live” and
"die” occur without word clues to differentiate them. One
of these is John 11:25, 26 which refers first either to "life
in paradise” or “resurrection life,” then to “present spir-
itual life.” But Jesus said nothing specific to indicate the
change in meaning. Likewise, "die” in verse 25 means
"die physically” while "not die” in verse 26 means “not
die spiritually.” One must.discern the difference in mean-
ing from general blbilcal teaching on this subject—that
there are two stages of life for the Christian and two
stages of death for the non-Christian. Paul said that
whether we “wake or sleep” Christians should ‘“live
together with him,” i.e., with Christ (1 Ths. 5:10). itis this
living with Christ in the intermediate state while the body
is asleep in death that is spoken of in Revelation 20:4-6,

It is common for premillennialists to see in Revela-
tion 20:4 two meanings for "live”; the resurrection of
dead saints and the rapture of the living. Yet, the passage
speaks only of "dead” people (v. 5), not the transforma-
tion of the living. If premillennialists Insist on a dual
meaning of the one occurrence of “lived” in verse 4, why
should they think it so preposterous to see a dual mean-
ing between the two occurrences of the word in separate
statements about two different groups of people? In this
objection they are highly inconsistent.

In Romans 14:8 Paul says “we live,” referring to our
life here on earth. Then he says that Christ “lived” (v. 9,
the word “again” in the ASV s not in the Qreek), referring
to his resurrection. Then Paul again refers to people in
this life by the word "living” at the end of verse 9. Yet the
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only contextual definition to show the difference in
meanings is the statement that “"Christ died” and then
“lived.” In Revelation 20, the contextual definition is that
the first group was Christians who lived as “souls” while
time (the 1,000 years) was still going on, whereas the
second group was non-Christians and time (the 1,000
years) was finished.

Premillennial interpreters usually insist that ezesan
("lived”) must be taken as an ingressive aorist meaning
“came to life”! and that the basic verb zao (“live”) is
never used of the existence of a disembodied soul.? But
they are wrong, In reference to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
who had long since died, Jesus said that God is "not the
God of the dead, but of the living: for all live unto him”
(Luke 20:38). Jesus’ point was that though these people
are dead in body, their souls live on in the intermediate
state.> And, as we have already pointed out, this is also
part of the meaning of "live” in 1 Thessalonians 5:10, if
not also in John 11:25."Therefore, ezesan in Revelation
20:4 does not have to mean “came to life” (as in Rev. 2:8)
but may and does mean “continued to live” (as in Rev.
13:14; cf.v. 3).

What Is the “First Resurrection”?

In verse 5 John said, "This is the first resmirection.”
The word “this” refers back to verse 4, and the “first
resurrection” is therefore the experience of living and
reigning with Christ in that realm beyond the grave.
Becoming a Christian (the new birth) is sometimes
referred to as a resurrection since the splritually dead
are “raised” to life (Eph. 2:6; John 5:24,25) by being
“translated” out of Satan’s realm into Christ's kingdom
(Col. 1:13). But John does not speak of that, nor does he
describe the resurrection of a cause. Slaln souls are not
told to wait for vengeance until persecution is no more

‘but until "their brethren, who should be killed even as

they were, should have fulfilled their course” (Rev.
6:10,11). It is only at the end of time, when death Is no
more, that "vengeance” will be rendered against the
ungodly and anti-Christian world (2 Ths. 1:7, 8). Too, If it
were the resurrection of a cause it would be Christians on
earth who relgn (as in 5:10). But John In this vision sees
souls whose earthly life is over, who have been “trans-
lated” from earth to heaven (Heb. 11:5). it happens after
death. It is the resurrection of the soul (cf. Luke 16:22).

The first and second resurrections are not of two
entirely different groups of people but of two entirely dif-
ferent events. The first resurrection is in order to sit on
thrones and reign with Christ while the earth continues
to exist (w. 4,6); it Is only for the saved. The second
resurrection is in order to stand before the judgment
throne of God after the earth has "fled away” (w. 11-13); it
is for the saved and lost alike.

What Is the Spiritual Status of These Souls?

The relgning souls are out of Satan’s reach. While on
earth a Christian has to be “sober” and “watchful”
against the devil (1 Pet. 5:8), for it is still possible to lose
one’s salvation. Jesus said, "hold fast that which thou
hast, that no one take thy crown” (Rev. 3:11). But once a
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person has overcome it is an absolute certainty that he
will “not be hurt of the second death” (Rev. 2:11). Only
when souls have gone to realms above can it be said that
“over these the second death hath no power” (Rev. 20:6).

Jesus was born King of the Jews and told Pilate that
he was a king (John 18:36,37), but his reign did not
actually begin until he “sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high” {Heb. 1:3). Similarly, Christians reign in
a limited sense here in this life (Rev. 1:6; 5:9,10), butina
fuller sense Jesus promised “the crown of life” on the
other side of death (Rev. 2:10). In each of the seven let-
ters (Rev. 2-3) Jesus spoke of those who “overcome.” The
word refers to those who keep his works "unto the end”
(Rev. 2:26). These are promised a reign (v. 27). They will
sit down with Jesus in his throne just as Jesus began his
own reign when he overcame and went to the Father’s
throne (3:21). This is the fulfillment of Paul's promise: “If
we died with him, we shall also live with him; if we endure,
we shall also reign with him” (2 Tim. 2:11,12).

The Loosing and Final End of Satan
(20:7-10)

Nothing is more clearly stated in this chapter than the
fact that the loosing of Satan occurs after “the” 1,000
years have ended (v. 7)—the 1,000 years of the reign just
mentioned in verse 6. No one knows how long the sym-
bolic 1,000 years will last, but "whenever” (hotan—an
indefinite word rather than “"when”) that happens, Satan
“shall be loosed out of his prison” (v. 7).

The Duration of the Loosing:

Just as Satan had only “a short time” to persecute the
church (12:12-17) before God put a stop to it by casting
him into the abyss, so now he agaln has only "a little
time” (20:3) to marshall his international forces before
the end comes. By means of the contrast between "little
time” and "thousand years,” we know that the duration of
this period will be brief. Whereas the.symbolic 1,000
years of the binding signifies the bulk of the time
between the Lord’s first and second comings, the loosing
signals the onset of a final conflict just before the end
of the world. This “little time” ends when there shall
be “time no longer” (10:6)—when Jesus comes again
(19:11-21) and Satan is cast into “the lake of fire and
brimstone” (20:10).

Satan’s Activities When Loosed:

As we have already noticed , the binding of Satan pre-
vents him from “deceiving the nations” (v. 3) into an on-
slaught against the church. When he Is loosed he will
have no such restriction. Therefore, he will immediately
go forth "to deceive the nations which are in the four
corners of the earth” (v. 8). This has to do with “war”
agalnst “the camp of the saints” (w. 8,9). For now the
church is safe—"the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it” (Matt. 16:18). But after the thousand-year bind-
ing is over, Satan will initiate "the war.” It is the same one
mentioned earlier under the symbolic place-name of Har
Magedon (Armageddon)—"the war of the great day of
Qod the Almighty” (16:14-16). When Satan’s hordes "war”
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against the Lamb (17:14), it will be "the war” against
Jesus at the second coming (19:19, the definite article is
in the Greek). Now in this further description we learn
that the war will be brought against Jesus by attacking
his church in a worldwide persecution (20:9). And the
only thing that will prevent the destruction of the church
is divine intervention from heaven, which marks the
return of Jesus and the end of the world.

The Meaning of Gog and Magog:

Magog was one of the sons of Japheth and a grand-
son of Noah (Gen. 10:2); two other sons of Japheth were
Meshech and Tubal (Gen. 10:2; 1 Chr. 1:5). Many centu-
ries later, Ezekiel uttered a prophecy against an enemy of
Israel—a certain Qog who came from the land of Magog
and was the prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal (Ezek.
38;39), obviously the same lineage. The apostle John
was inspired to utilize the Old Testament names of Gog
and Magog in an extended sense. Here they represent
not some specific nations (like Russia and Chinal) but
the wicked world in general.

Earlier these end-time allies of Satan were described
as “ten kings” (17:12), the number ten symbolically
meaning “all” kings. Now under the label of “Gog and
Magog” John again refers to “the nations which are in the
four corners of the earth” (20:8). These are “the kings of
the whole world” (16:14), “the kings of the earth and their
armies” (19:19). They are innumerable “as the sand of
the sea” (20:8) and they cover “the breadth of the earth”
(v. 9). In no clearer way could John convey the fact that
this last-ditch stand of Satan involves the whole world.

The Nature of the Attack:

The ungodly forces are said to encompass “the camp
of the saints” and “the beloved city” (v. 9). This speaks of

_the people of God by using Old Testament terms. The

fortified “camp” goes back to the wildemess wanderings
(Ex. 29:14; cf. Heb. 13:11) and Is set In contrast with "an
abiding city” (Heb. 13:14). This reminds us that while in
this life we are but sojourners, “strangers and pilgrims on
the earth” (Heb. 11:9, 13). John's reference to the “city”
points to the heavenly reality, mentioned here by way of

" anticipation. It is the “city” that Qod has prepared for his

people (Heb. 11:16), “the Jerusalem that is above” (Qal.
4:26). Since “our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20), we
Christians are said to have already come to “the city of
the living Qod, the heavenly Jerusalem” (Heb. 12:22).

The “beloved city” (Rev. 20:9) therefore refers to the
church on earth in terms of its ultimate heavenly fulfill-
ment (cf. 3:12; 21:2). Since the church is universal and
spiritual, it is not to be understood in terms of some
specific locality, much less the earthly clty of Jerusalem,
which In this book $ disparagingly called “Sodom” and
“Eqypt” (11:8). Just as the “great city” (17:18) stands for
the unchristian world wherever it exists, so the “beloved
city” Is the church wherever it may be found.
The Result of the Attack:

1t has often been sald that though the ungodly forces
are prepared for war, o battle actually takes place
between the Christians and their enemies because of

THERESTORER, FEBRUARY 1986



divine intervention. But this is surely incorrect. The rea-
son no battle is pictured in these passages having to do
with the great war is because the two sides fight on differ-
~ ent planes. Christians are not to engage either now or at
the end of time in a fight against “flesh and blood” (Eph.
6:12). as Jesus long ago pointed out (John 18:36). But we
are continually engaged in a “spiritual war” (Eph. 6:12).
However, the world does not go by our rules, and so their
warfare will have no such restrictions. Just as in John's

. day Christians were being exiled (Rev. 1:9) and killed
{6:11), so there will be an intensification of such tribula-
tion toward the end of time when Satan is loosed to
unleash his fury upon the church.

' We are no match for the world when persecution
takes the form of a carnal attack. All we can do is remain
“faithful unto death” (Rev. 2:10). Over and over in the

book of Revelation, Christians are frankly told of the
physical onslaughts of Satan’s worldly forces. It is not our
role to fight back on their level either now or when the

_final holocaust comes. And there is no need to, for Jesus
will fight for us. When the time is right, heaven will be
“opened” for the return of Jesus—the warrior pictured
on the white horse (Rev. 19:11). In one fell swoop he will
conquer all of Satan’s hordes (w. 12-21). "These shall
war against the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome
them” (17:14). There will be no contest, for he will slay

‘them “with the breath of his mouth. . .at the manifesta-
tion of his coming” (2 Ths. 2:8),

John has described this final victory already, and
therefore he wraps up the last conflict in Revelation 20 by
simply saying that “fire came down out of heaven and

devoured them” (v. 9). This is the end of the world when -

Jesus is revealed from heaven "in flaming fire, rendering
vengeance” (2 Ths. 1:7, 8).

‘Satan’s Eternal Destiny:

One of the main purposes of chapter 20 Is to discuss
the devil and his destiny. It begins with his binding and
imprisonment, and it ends with his consignment to “the
lake of fire and brimstone” (v. 10). The evil trinity of
Satan, the beast and the false prophet have now recelved
their final overthrow. Whereas the emphasis at the end of
chapter 19 was on the destruction of the beast (ungodly
political forces) and the false prophet (ungodly religious
forces), here the emphasis is on the final end of Satan
himself. Both Satan and all who make themselves a part
of his allies “shall be tormented day and night forever
and ever” (v. 10). There is no annihilation for the ungodly
but rather an eternity of conscious torment.

Conclusion
Revelation presents many pictures of the persecution

and death of Christians. But the question is—Is death the .

>nd and does Satan win? Paul partially answered the
Juestion in 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14, saying that eventu-
ally those who are “fallen asleep in Jesus will God bring
vith him” when Jesus returns. But in Revelation 20 John
jives us a glimpse behind the scenes into the spirit
world: Satan is restricted as to how much he can do to
Christians, and the dead in Christ are really alive and
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reigning with their Lord. Satan cannot destroy the church
(Matt. 16:18), nor can he destroy the souls of those whom
he has killed (Matt. 10:28).

Revelation promises reward in heaven, not peace on
earth. Christians who finish their lives here have a prom-.
ise over there. No millennlal utopla will come to earth,
but we can go to heaven. Revelation tells us that though
death Is experlenced here, life is over there. Here we have
tribulation (1:9), but we "come out of the great tribula-
tion” (7:14) only as we live beyond the grave. When our
souls “"come off victorious” (15:2) they are seen In
heaven with Christ where they “shall relgn with him a
thousand years” (20:6). Finally, when time is no more
and bodily resurrection is ours, we shall reign not in
terms of "years” but “for ever and ever” (22:5).

Notes
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p. 190.
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TUDI EVELAT
REVELATION 20

Three of the allies of Satan have gone down in defeat, but as long as Satan is free, the
"remnant of her seed" will not be safe. Hence, in the first three verses we see the binding

of Satan.

NOTES
I. THE BINDING OF SATAN - Verses 1-3. Satan is bound for a 1000 years. He

should not deceive the nations until this time is finished. Then he must be loosed
for a little time. Comfort is given to the persecuted Christians by showing Satan's
power of deception being bound.

II. THE REIGN OF THE SAINTS - Verses 4-6. Comfort is again shown by the fact
that the ones who had departed this life were alive and reigning with Christ. We notice

the reign is wherever Christ is; and it is after death. They will be judging, living and
reigning with Christ. The "who" involves all the souls of the martyrs, and all others
who died faithful.

"The First Resurrection" - over those the second death has no power. Consider
Revelation 2:11. We see they that "overcome" are no, Thurt of the second death.
Therefore, the overcomers take part in the first resurrection. How do you overcome?
Consideration Revelation 2:26. Therefore, between death and life, there is resurrection.
Those of verse 5 did not partake of the first resurrection, thus, they went to torment.
Cf. Jude 6; Luke 16:23ff.

"The Thousand Years" - "Ten" is a complete number. The Holy of Holies measured
10 X 10 X 10. It is completeness taken to the last power. Consider Psalm 50:10,
Deuteronomy 7:9. It is symbolical of the complete period time, and is not literal.

In Revelation 6:9, we saw the souls "under" the altar. Now, they are on the thrones
and have been vindicated. Consider Revelation 18:20.

III. SATAN LOOSED AND DESTROYED - Verses 7-10. Again Satan will be given his
power to deceive the nations. they are identified as "Gog" and "Magog." Consider
Ezekiel 38 and 39. All of this is done in order to give God the glory. We see the scene
that all the children long for - the destruction of Satan. All that remains is the final
judgment and the final state of the wicked and the righteous.

- Verses 11-15. Following the context

we have seen the destructlon of all thefrces against God's people and now we see all
who are not god's children cast in the lake of fire, which is the second death.




TIO R REVELATION 20:1-11

. The Characters -

. The Nature of the binding -

. The Extent of the binding -

. The Purpose of the binding -

. The Time of the binding -

. The Duration of the binding -

THE MILLENNIUM

I1 0:4-6

. The Thousand Year Reign -

. 'Who lives and reigns? -

. In what condition do they reign? -

. Where do they reign? -

. When do they reign? -

. What does "they lived" mean?

. What is the "First Resurrection?" -

. What is the spiritual status of these souls? -



. The duration of the loosing -

. Satan’s activities when loosed -

. The meaning of Gog and Magog -

. The nature of the attack -

. The result of the attack -

. Satan's eternal destiny -



STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 21

Revelation 21 shares with us the bliss and reward of the saint of God. Its symbolism is not
to be pressed too literally, but a stern and a glorious reality is behind it. This was the main
theme which the Christians of that, as well as ourselves, desired to know.

I. PERFECT FELLOQWSHIP - Verses 1-8 - The Tabernacle

1.

N

5.

Verse 1 - "new" - new order of things. The persecution is put down, and the saints
are victorious - 2 Peter 3:13.

"Sea" - the sea is a picture of roaring, raging, agitated and tempest-tossed waters.
Verse 2 - "new Jerusalem" - Consider Hebrews 11:10; 12:18-24.

Verse 3 - "tabernacle" - God dwells with man and there is a renewing of the
covenant. Consider Genesis 17:7,8; Exodus 20:2; Deuteronomy 5:2,3,6; Jeremiah

24:7:30:22; 31:33; Ezekiel 11:20; Zechariah 13:9.

Verses 4-7 No tears, death, sorrow, crying or pain - all things are new - eternal life
and heirs of God!

Verse 8 - The second death.

II. PERFECT PROTECTION - Verses 9-24 - The City

1.

2.

Verse 9 - "the Bride" - the Lamb's wife.
Verses 10-27 - the description of the city.

Great, hely, of God, a place descending out of heaven, has God's presence, high wall
for security, twelve gates, angels, names of 12 tribes of Israel, foundations with
names of 12 apostles. The description given is worth more than anything has ever
been worth. Gates of pearl - could be symbolizing the entrance is by the way of
suffering, i.e., the pearl is produced by suffering and pain in overcoming difficulty.
The Lamb is the Light. Only those in the city will enjoy this protection and these
blessings.

. The numbers used create the impression of perfection and completeness. The entire

description presents a strong, spacious, complete and beautiful city.



STUDIES IN REVELATION
REVELATION 22

Revelation 22 is a continuation of chapter 21. There seems to be an unfortunate break
between Revelation 19-22.

1. PERFECT PROVISION - Verses 1-5 - The Garden (the supply of all needs)

18

1

88

Verse 1 - "river" - eternal life, full and free; the gift of God's grace.

"Out of the throne" - salvation brought about by the grace of God, and by the blood
of Christ. The water is pure - sin shall not mar this fellowship.

. Verse 2 - All of these items help see the super abundant character of salvation, a full

helping of complete communion with God.
Verse 3 - "throne" - God's sovereignty.

"His servants” - no handicaps in heaven!

PERFECT DIRECTIONS - Verses 6-21 - Conclusion - John impresses us with the

importance of his message. The final word is given.

1.

2.

Verses 6,7 - The Authority of the book.

Verses 8,9 - The Personal Testimony.

. Verses 10-15 - The importance, time, probation ended, judgment and preparation.

. Verse 16 - The Signature.

Verse 17 - The Invitation.
Verses 18,19 -‘The Warning

Verses 20,21 - The Prayer.
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. The book begins, and ends with a

STUDIES IN REVELATION
LOOKING BACK
CHAPTERS 1-22

. Why do you feel the book of Revelation is often a neglected and controversial bock?

. The word "revelation" means:

. The symbols of the book should be interpreted in light of conditions which prevailed

when the book was written. T F

There are at least four metheds of interpretation. T F

What do you feel is the purpose of Revelation?

Name the seven churches of Asia to whom the book is addressed.

Chapter Four is commonly called the chapter.

Chapter Five is entitled

10. The six seals of Chapter 6 are:

11
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15

16

17.

. In the history of Israel, "Armageddon" was the place of battles

. Trumpets are used to summeon armies, give orders and announce events, T F
. God used three "instruments" to overcome evil forces in Revelation. They are:

. Chapter 12 is a dividing point in the study. From now on we will see a more intense
scene dealing with the battle between Satan and

. How does the number "666" make you feel?

. Chapter 20 is the basis of the teaching of many false doctrines, the most prominent

being

The theme of chapter 20 is

18. Revelation 21 and 22 conclude with the victorious saint having perfect

symbolized the Tabernacle; perfect ° symbolized by the
and perfect symbolized by the




19. Give the "gist" of Revelation 22:18,19.

20. Write the impression of how you feel about your study of the Revelation;






